GUIDED READING

Level A

Readers at Level A:

At level A, readers are just beginning to learn how print works and to construct the alphabetic
- principle (understand that there are relationships between sounds and letters). They are learning
to look (aided by the finger) left to right across words and across one line of print. They are
learning to search for and use information from pictures and to use simple language structures
to help them learn about print. They differentiate print from pictures and begin to notice the
distinctive features of letters, attaching names to them, They are learning to read one line sen-
tences with simple words and on familiar topics. They are learning how to match one spoken
word with one word in print. As they read, they begin to learn some easy, high frequency words,
to notice and use visual signposts of some words, and to notice mismatches, They use what they
know (for example, a sound and related letter) to begin to self-monitor reading. Reading and re-
reading these very simple texts will help them gain gradual contro] of ways to look at and work

with print.

GENRE/FORMS

CONTENT

Genre
= Some simple factual texts

* Simple animal fantasy
* Realistic fiction

Forms

« Picture books

TEXT STRUCTURE
Fiction

» Very simple narratives with stories
carried by pictures

Nonfiction -

» Focused on a single idea or one
simple topic

+ Underlying text structure
(description)

* Present one simple category of
information

+ Some texts with sequential
information

+ Familiar, easy content {family, play,
pets, school) _

* All concepts supported by picture
information

THEMES AND IDEAS

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

» Very familiar themes and ideas
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* Mostly nameless, flat characters

» Repeating language patterns
(simple three to six words on each
page)

+ Texts with famitiar settings close to
children's experience

+ A few simple elements of fantasy
{for example, talking animals)

« Shot, predictable sentences that are
close to oral language

* Simple sentences {no embedded
phrases or clauses)

+ Subject preceding verb in most
sentences

+ Simple sentences (subject and
predicate)

VOCABULARY

* Almost all vocabulary familiar to
children and likely to be used in
their oral language

* Word meanings illustrated by
pictures
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GUIDED READING

Level A

[ can kick.

s

S

WORDS

ILLUSTRATIONS

relationships
* Some simple plurals

* Repeated use of a few easy high-

frequency words

* Some words with -s and -ing
* Many words with easy, predictable

letter-sound relationships
(decodable)

* Words with easy spelling patterns

* Mostly one-syllable words with very
easy and predictable letter-sound

General

+ llustrations that match print very
closely

» Clear illustrations that fully support
meaning

» lllustrations that support each page
of text ‘

+ Very simple illusirations with no
distracting detail

= Consistent layout of illustrations and
print

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Length

« One line of text on each page

» Very short, usually eight pages of
print and itlustrations

Print and Layout
« Ample space between words and
fines

* Print in large plain font

* Print clearly separated from pictures

+ Consistent placement of print
(layout)

Punctuation
* Period only punctuation in most
texts
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GUIDED READING

Level B

Readers at Level B:

At level B, readers are learning how print works, particularly developing the concepts of left-to-
right directionality across words and across lines of print. They are firming up voice-print
match while reading texts with two or more lines of print. Readers may recognize repeating lan-
guage patterns in texts that have very simple stories and focus on a single idea, as well as learn
more about the distinctive features of letters and the connections between sounds and letters. It
is very important that they begin to self-monitor their reading and attempt to self-correct as
they notice the mismatches and check one source of information against another. They are be-
ginning to notice and use visual signposts and are expanding their core of simple high-fre-

quency words.

GENRE/FORMS

CONTENT

Genre
+ Some simple factual texts

» Simple animal fantasy
» Realistic fiction

Forms

* Picture books

TEXT STRUCTURE ,
Fiction

« Simple narsatives with stories
carried by pictures

Nonfiction

« Focused on a single idea or one
simple topic

» Undetlying text structure
{description)

« Present one simple category of
information

* Some texts with sequential
information

+ Familiar, easy content (farily, play,
pets, school)

+ All concepts supported by picture
information

THEMES AND IDEAS

« Very familiar themes and ideas

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

+ Mostly nareless, flat characters

« Repeating language patterns
(simple three to seven words in a
sentence)

« Texts with familiar settings close to
children’s experience

» A few simple elements of fantasy
{for example, talking anirmals)
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VOCABULARY

SENTENCE

COMPLEXITY

= Short, predictable sentences that are
close to oral fanguage their oral language

* Mostly simple sentences (no » \Word meanings ilustrated by
embedded phrases or clauses) pictures

« Subject preceding verb in most
sentences

« Simple sentences (subject and
predicate often with phrases at the
end}

« Almost all vocabulary familiar to
chifdren and likely to be used in

o
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" GUIDED READING

Level B

My little dog likes

to. run with me.

WORDS

ILLUSTRATIONS

* Mostly one-syliable words with very
easy and predictable letter-sound
relationships

+ Some simple plurals

* Repeated use of a few easy high-
frequency words

+ Some words with -s and -ing

+ Many words with easy, predictable
letter-sound relationships
(decodable)

* Words with easy spelling patterns

General

+ llustrations that match print very
closely

» Clear iltustrations that fully support
meaning

+ INustrations that support each page
of text

* Very simple illustrations with little
distracting detail

+ Consistent layout of llustrations and
print

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Length

+ Very short, usually eight pages of
print and illustrations

+ Two or more lines of text on each
page

Print and Layout

* Ample space between words and
lines

+ Print in large plain font

« Sentences turn over one or more
lines

* Print dearly separated from pictures

+ Consistent placement of print and
illustrations (layout}

» Line breaks match ends of phrases
and sentences

Punctuation
* Pericd ordy punctuation in most
texts

Guided Reading 257
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GUIDED READING PTREe

Readers at Level ¢:

At level C, readers encounter simple stories and familiar topics in texts that usually have two to
six lines of print on each page. They smoothly and automatically move left to right across words
and across lines of print, sweeping back to the left margin for each new line and reading print on
both left and right pages. Reading is becoming smooth, allowing for some expression, and the
eyes are taking over the process of matching the spoken word to the printed word. Readers are
moving away from needing to point and are showing phrased reading. Readers are noticing quo-
tation marks and reflecting dialogue with the voice. They are developing a larger core of high-
frequency words that they recognize quickly and easily. At this level, readers are consistently
monitoring their reading and cross-checking one source of information against another, Overt
self-correction reveals readers’ growing control of the ability to process print.

+

GENRE/FORMS CONTENT SENTENCE VOCABULARY
Genre * Familiar, easy content (family, play, COMPLEXITY * Almost all vocabulary familiar to
: pets, schaof) * Simple, predictable sentence chitdren and likely to be used in
* Some simple factual texts ) X ;
; ; * Alf concepts supported by pictures structure but varied patterns their oral language
» Simple anfmal fantasy ; o
« Realistc fiction » Sentences that are‘questmns“ * Word meanings illustrated by
THEMES AND IDEAS * Many sentences with prepositional prctures
Forms - . phrases and adjectives » Some variation in words used to
» Picture books Famillr themes and ideas * Subject preceding verb in most assign dialogue (mostly said)
. sentences
LANGUAGE AND ; ;
TEXT STRUCTURE * Simple sentences (subject and
LITERARY FEATURES predicate)
Fiction » Amusing one-dimensional
* Simple narratives with several characters

episades (usually similar or
repetitive)

Nonfiction

+ Focused on a single idea or one
simple topic

* Underlying text structure
(description)

* Present one simple category of
information

* Some texts with sequential
information

* Repeating natural language patterns

* Texts with familiar settings close to
children’s experience

* Simple dialogue (assigned by said
in most texts)

* Afew simple elements of fantasy
(for example, talking anirnals)
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GUIDED READING

Level €

She was sleeping
on the rug.

[ said,

"Wake up, Socks!”

WORDS

ILLUSTRATIONS

« Mostly one or two-syllable words

» Simple plurals

= Some simple contractions and
possessives {words with
apostrophes)

* Greater range of easy high-
frequency wards

« Some words with -5 and -ing

« Many words with easy, predictable
lefter-sound relationships
(decodable)

+ Some words used in different
language stuctures (said Mom;
Mom said)

= Words with easy spelling patterns

General

» JHustrations that match print very
closely

+ More meaning carried in the text
and Jess with picture support

« lllustrations on every page or every
other page

« Very.simple illustrations with little
distracting detail

= Consistent layout of lustzations and
print

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Length

« Very short, usually eight pages of
print

+ Two to five lines of text on each
page

Print and Layout

« Ample space between words and
lines

* Print in large plain font

* Some words in bold or larger font
for emphasis

+ Sentences tum over one or more
fines

» Print clearly separated from pictures

« Consistent placement of print
(layout)

* Line breaks match ends of phrases
and sentences

Punctuation

« Ellipses in some texts to create
expectation

» Periods, commas, guotation marks,
exclamation points, and question
marks in most texis

CGuided Reading 267
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Level D

GUIDED READING

Readers at Level b-

At level D, readers follow simple stories of fiction and fantasy and easy informational texts. They
can track print with their eyes (not pointing) over two to six lines per page and process texts
with more varjed language patterns (and those patterns that exist are more complex). They no-
tice and use a range of punctuation and read dialogue, reflecting the meaning through phrasing,
Readers can solve many regular easy two-syllable words, usually those with inflectional endings
{-ing) and simple compound words, Voice-print match is smooth and automatic, and pointing
is rarely needed (only at difficulty). The core of known high-frequency words is expanding.
Readers consistently monitor their reading and cross-check one source of information with

another,

4
GENRE/FORMS CONTENT
Genre * Familiar, easy content (family, play,
* Some simple factval texis pets, school)
* Simple animal fantasy " Most concepts supported by
pictures

* Realistic fiction
* Afew very simple retellings of
traditional tales

THEMES AND IDEAS
» Familiar themes and ideas
Forms

* Picture books LANGUAGE AND

LITERARY FEATURES

TEXT STRUCTURE . :

o *Amusing or engaging one-

Fiction dimensional characters

* Simple narratives with several * More complex repeating language
episodes (usually similar or patterns
repetitive) * Greater variety of language

Nonfiction structur_es . .

» Focused on a single idea or one " Texts with familar settings close to
simple topic chlldren§ experience _

« Underlying text structure * Simple dialogue and some split
(description) d_ra!ogue. .

* Present one simple category of * Simple dialogue assigned to
information sp e.aker‘ )

* Some texts with sequentia * Variety in assignment to speaker
information {other than said)

* Simple sequence of events (often
repeated)

* A few simple efements of fantasy
(for example, talking animals)
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WORDS

* Mostly one- to two-syilable words
* Simple plurals

* Many high-frequency words

* 30me words with s and -ing

* Some words with inflectional

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY
* Some longer sentences (sorme with
more than six words)
* Some sentences that are questions
* Many sentences with prepositional
phrases and adjectives endings (ing)
* A few sentences beginning with * Many words with easy, predictable
phrases letter-sound relationships
* Mostly simple sentences (subject (decodable)
and predicate) * Some words used multiple times in
* Language structures of text not different language structures (said
repetitious Mormy; Mom soid)
* Mostly simple spelling patterns

VOCABULARY

+ Almost all vocabulary familiar to
chitdren and likely to be used in
their oral language

* Word meanings illustrated by
pictures

« Variation in words used to assign
dialogue

+ Greater range of vocabulary and
multi-syllable words

* Large numbers of high-frequency
words .

+ Complex word solving reguired to
understand meaning
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GUIDED READING

Level D

The pig went
in the little house.
The pig said,

“What a nice

little housel”

ILLUSTRATIONS

General

« Highly supportive illustrations that
generally match the text

« Hustrations on every page or every
cther page

* More details in the illustrations

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Length

« Very short, usually eight pages of
print

* Mostly two to six lines of print per
page (but variable)

Print and Layout

+ Ample space between words and
lines

« Print in large plain font

« Some words in bold or larger font
for emnphasis

« Some sentences that turn over one
or more lines

» Sentences beginning on the left in
most texts

« Print clearly separated from pictures

» Line breaks match ends of phrases
and sentences

Punctuation

« Ellipses in some texts to create
expectation

« Periods, commas, quotation marks,
exclamation points, and question
marks

Guided Reading 265
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GUIDED READING

Level E

Readers at Level E:

At level E, readers encounter texts that usually have three to eight lines of print per page. They
are flexible enough to process texts with varied placement of print and a full range of punctua-
tion. Texts have more subtle ideas and complex stories and require more attention to under-
stand, but other processes are becoming automatic for readers. They take apart longer words
with inflectional endings and read some sentences that carry over two to three lines or even
across two pages. Readers are relying much more on the print as they encounter texts with less
supportive pictures. Left-to-right directionality and voice-print match are automatic and effort-
less and oral reading demonstrates fluency and phrasing with appropriate stress on words. They
read without pointing, bringing in the finger only occasionally at point of difficulty. They recog-
nize a large number of high-frequency words and easily solve words with regular letter-sound
relationships as well as a few irregular words.

GENRE/FORMS

Genre

« Avariety of informationat texts on
easy topics

» Simple animal fantasy

» Realistic fiction

= Some very simple reteflings of
traditional tales

Forms
* Picture books
= Simple plays

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction
* Narrative texts with clear beginning,
series of events, and ending

Nonfiction

* Focused on a single idea or one
simple topic

» Underlying text structure
{description)

« Present one simple category of
information

+ Some texts with sequential
information

CONTENT

« Familiar content that expands
beyond home, neighborhood, and
school

* Most concepts supported by
ptctures
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THEMES AND IDEAS

« Themes related to typical
experiences of children

+ Many light, humarous stories,
typical of childhood experiences

+ Concrete, easy-to-understand ideas

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

» Amusing or engaging one-
dimensional characters

* More literary stories and language

* Texts with familiar settings close to
children’s experience

« Both simple and split dialogue,
speaker usually assigned

» Some longer stretches of dialogue

* Simple sequence of events (often
repeated)

« Afew simple elements of fantasy
(for example, talking animals}

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

+ Some longer sentences {(some with
more than ten words)

» Some sentences that are questians

* Some complex sentences with
variety in order of clauses

» Some sentences with prepositional
phrases and adjectives

+ Some sentences with verb
preceding subject

* Use of commas to set words apart
(addressee in dialogue, qualifiers,
etc)

» Simple sentences (subject and
predicate)

« Language structures of text not
repetitious

VOCABULARY

« Almost all vocabulary familiar to
children and likely to be used in
their oral language

= Word meanings illustrated by
pictures

« Variation in use of words to assign
dialogue in some texts (said, aried,
shouted)

+ Greater range of vocabulary and
mulé-syllable words

« Large numbers of high-frequency
words

» Complex word solving required to
understand meaning
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GUIDED READING

Level E

You can see giraffes
at the zoo.

Giraffes are tall animals.
They can eat leaves from the

tops of trees.

WORDS

Wuhtl =
« Mostly one- to two-syllable words

« Some three-syllable words

+ Simple plurals and possessives

« Many high-frequency words

« Some words with inflectional
endings (-ing)

« Mostly words with easy predictable
Jetter-sound relationships and
spelling patterns {decodable)

« Some words used multiple times in
different tanguage structures (said
Mom; Mom said)

« Variety of easy spelling patterns

« Easy contractions

ILLUSTRATIONS

General

+ Highly supportive illustrations that
generally match the text

- Illustrations on every page or every
other page

« More details in the lllustrations

® 2011, 2008 by Gay Su Pinell and lrene C Fo

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Length

+ Short, eight to sixteen pages of print

« Most texts two to eight lines pef
page

Print and Layout

« Ample space between words and
lines

« Brint in large plain font

+ Some words in bald or larger font
for emphasis

« Sorme sentences turn over one line

+ Sentences beginning on the left in
most texts

unlas fram The Continuum of Lieracy Learning, Grades Prek-8 Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann

» Sentences carrying over two to
three fines and some over two
pages

« Print in most texts clearly separated
from pictures

 Line breaks match ends of phrases
and sentences

+ Some limited variation in print
placement

Punctuation

« Periods, commas, quotation marks,
excamation points, question marks,
and ellipses
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AT DIl Level F

Readers at Level F:

At level T, readers are beginning to build knowledge of the characteristics of different genres of
texts. They can read stretches of both simple and split dialogue. They quickly and automatically
recognize a large number of high-frequency words and use letter-sound information to take
apart simple, regular words as well as some multisyllable words while reading. They recognize
and use inflectional endings, plurals, contractions, and possessives. They can also process and
understand syntax that largely reflects patterns particular to written language, stories that have
multiple episodes. In fiction, they are beginning to meet characters that are more developed, as
well as some literary language. In informational texts, they are learning more new facts about
topics. They read without pointing and with appropriate rate, phrasing, intonation, and word

stress.

Selecting Texts: Characteristics of Texts at This Level

GENRE/FORMS

1

CONTENT

Genre

- A variety of informational texts on
easy lopics

= Simple animal fantasy

* Realistic fiction

* Sorne very simple retellings of
traditional tales

Forms
» Picture books
+ Simple plays

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction
» Narrative texts with clear beginning,
series of events, and ending

Nonfiction

* Focused on a single idea of cne
simple topic

* Underlying text structure
{description, comparison and
contrast)

+ Present one simple category of
information

+ Some texts with sequential
information

+ Familiar content that expands
beyond home, neighborhood, and
school

« Concepts accessible through text
and illustrations

THEMES AND IDEAS

+ Themes related to typical
experiences of children

* Many light, humerous stories,
typical of childhoed experiences

+ Concrete, easy-to-understand ideas

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

+ AMmusing or engaging one-
dimensional characters

* More literary stories and language

+ Texts with famitiar settings close to
children's experience

* Both simple and split dialogue,
speaker usually assigned

» Some longer stretches of dialogue

« Simple sequence of events (often
repeated)

« A few simple elements of fantasy
(for example, talking animals)
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SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

» Some long sentences (more than
ten words) with prepositional
phrases, adjectives, and clauses

» Some sentences that are questions
in simple sertences and in dialogue

« Sorne complex sentences with
variety in order of dlauses

» Sentences with prepositional
phrases and adjectives

= Variation in placement of subject,
verb, adjectives, and adverbs

» Lse of commas to set words apart
(addressee in dialogue, qualifiers,
etc.)

» Sorme compound sentences
conjoined by and

» Language structures of text not
repetitious

VOCABULARY

+ Most vocabulary words familiar to
children and likely to be used in
their oral language

+ Variation in use of words to assign
dialogue in some texts (soid, cried,
shouted)

» Creater range of vocabulary and
multi-syllable words

» Large numbers of high-frequency
words

» Complex word solving required to
understand meaning

WORDS

* Mostly one- to two-syllable words

» Some three-syllable words

» Plurals, contractions, and
possessives

« Many high-frequency words

» Many words with inflectional
endings

* Mostly words with easy predictable
letter-sound relationships and
spelling patterns (decodable)

» Some complex letter-sound
relationships in words

s Some words used multiple times in
different language structures (said
Mom: Mom said)

» Vaniety of easy spelling patterns

= Easy contractions
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GUIDED READING

Level F

‘I am ready for school,”
said  Anna.

and new shoes.

do ”

H

said her mom. “You may
need to get some glasses.” _

She had o new red backpack

‘“We have one more thing to

ILLUSTRATIONS BOOK AND PRINT « Some sentences turn over one line  Punctuation
| FEATURES « Sentences carrying over two to » Periads, commas, quotation marks,

Genera - . three lines and some over wo exclamation points, question marks,
* Highty supportive iflustrations that  Length _ pages and ellpses ,

generallly match the text * Short, eight to sixteen pages of print | Longer sentences starting on lef
» lllustrations that support the text but  « Most texts three to eight lines of margin

:Jr?e:rc])itncarry all important aspects of print per page « Some shor sentences, starting
. IIIustratiins ON eVery page or eve Print and Layout middle of a ine

, rY pag ¥+ Ample space between words and » Print in most texts clearly separated

other page in most texts lines from pictures

* More details in the illustrations » Print in large plain font * Many texts with layout supporting
« Some words in bold or larger font phrasing

for emphasis

» Some limited variation in print
placernent
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DD ETD] [ Level G

Readers at Level G:

At level G, readers encounter a wider range of texts and continue to internalize knowledge of
different genres. They are still reading texis with three to eight lines of print per page, but print
size is slightly smaller and there are more words on a page. With early reading behaviors com-
pletely under control and quick and automatic recognition of a large number of high-frequency
words, they have attention to give to slightly more complex story lines and ideas. They are able to
use a range of word-solving strategies (letter-sound information, making connections between
words, and using word parts) as they go while attending to meaning. They read texts with some
content-specific words, but most texts have only a few challenging vocabulary words. In their
oral reading they demonstrate (without pointing) appropriate rate, phrasing, intonation, and

word stress,

GENRE/FORMS

Gente

« A variety of informational texts on
easy topics

+ Simple animal fantasy

+ Realistic fiction

« Traditional literature (mostly
folktales)

Forms
« Picture books

» Simple plays

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

» Narrative texts with straightforward
structure (beginning, series of
episodes, ending) but mose
episodes included

Nonfiction

» Focused on a single idea/topic or
series of related ideas/topics

« Include underlying text structures
(description, comparison and
contrast)

« Largely focused on one category of
information

+ Sorme longer texts with repeating
fonger and more complex patterns

+ Some unusual formats, such as
fetters or questions followed by
answers

CONTENT

s Accessible content that expands
beyand horne, neighborhood, and
school

+ Concepts accessible through text
and illustrations
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THEMES AND IDEAS

» Thernes related to typical
experiences of children

» Many light, humorous stories,
typical of childhood experiences

+ Concrete, easy-to-understand ideas

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

« Amusing or engaging one-
dimensional charactess

+ More literary stories and language

» Some texts with settings that are not
typical of many children's
experience

» Variety in presentation of dialogue
{simple with pronouns, split, direct,
with some longer stretches of
dialogue)

« Simple sequence of events {often
repeated)

« A few simple elements of fantasy
{for example, talking animals)

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

» Some long sentences (more than
ten words) with prepositional
phrases, adjectives, and dauses

» Some sentences that are questions
in simple sentences and in dialogue

» Sentences with clauses and
embedded phrases, some
introductory

+ Some complex sentences with
variety in order of dauses, phrases,
subject, verb, and object

+ Language structures of text not
repetitious

VOCABULARY

« Most vocabulary words familiar to
children and likely to be used in
their oral language

« Some content-specific words
introduced, explained, and
illustrated in the text

+ Variation in use of words to assign
dialogue in some texts (said, cried,
shouted)

« Greater range of vocabulary and
multi-syilable words

+ Large numbers of high-frequency
words

+ Complex word solving required to
understand meaning
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GUIDED READING

Level G

“l can't go to sleep,”

said  Nick.

“Will you open the door?”
he asked.

Nick's mom opened the door.

Light came into the room.

“Good night, Nick,”

his mom said.

WORDS

ILLUSTRATIONS

« Mostly one- to two-syllable words

« Some three-syllable words

« Plurals, centractions, and
pOssessives

« Many high-frequency words

« Many words with inflectional
endings

- Some complex letter-sound
relationships in words

« Some words used multiple times in
different language structures (said
Mo, Mom said)

« Wide variety of easy spelling
patterns

» Easy contractions

General

» |llustrations that support and extend
meaning but do not carry all of the
important information in the print

« Wlustrations on every page or every
other page in most texts

« Complex illustrations depicting
multiple ideas

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Length

« Short, efght to sixteen pages of print

« Most texts three to eight lines of
print per page

Print and Layout

« Ample space between words and
lines

+ Some texts in smaller font size

» Some words in bold or larger font
for emphasis

» Sentences carrying over two Lo
three lines and some over two
pages

« Longer sentences starting on left
margin

« Some short sentences, starting
middle of a line

« Print in most texts clearly separated

from pictures

» Many texts with layout supporting
phrasing

« Some limited variation in print
placement

Punctuation

« Perinds, commas, quotation marks,
exclamation points, question marks,
and eltipses

Guided Reading 277
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GUIDED READING BIEZER;]

Readers at Level H:

At level H, readers encounter challenges similar to Level G; but the language and vocabulary are
even more complex, the stories longer and more literary, and there is less repetition in the epi-
“sodic structure. They process a great deal of dialogue and reflect it through appropriate word
stress and phrasing in oral reading, Readers will find that plots and characters are more elabo-
rate but are still simple and straightforward. They solve a large number of multisyllable words
(many words with inflectional endings), plurals, contractions, and possessives. Readers auto-
matically read a large number of high-frequency words in order to meet the demands for more
in-depth thinking and also to solve words with complex spelling patterns. In order to achieve ef-
ficient and smooth processing, readers will begin to read more new texts silently. In oral reading,
they demonstrate (without pointing) appropriate rate, phrasing, intonation, and word stress.

GENRE/FORMS

Genre

* Informational texts

« Simple animal fantasy

+ Realistic fiction

+ Traditionaf literature (mostly
folktates)

Forms
» Picture books
» Simple plays

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

« Narrative texts organized in
predictable ways (beginning, series
of repeated episodes, ending)

« Narratives with more episodes and
fess repetition

Nonfiction

+ Focused on a single idea/topic or
series of related ideas/topics

* Incfude underlying structures clearly
{description, comparisen and
contrast, temporaf sequence,
problem and solution)

* Largely focused on one category of
information

* Some longer texts with repeating
longer and more complex patterns

* Some unusual formats, such as
letters or questions followed by
answers

CONTENT

= Accessible content that expands
beyond homne, neighborhood, and
school

= Concepts accessible through text
and illustrations

280 The Continuum of Literacy Leaming, Grades Prek-g: A Guide Teaching

THEMES AND IDEAS

* Many light, humorous stories,
typical of childhood experiences

* Greater variety in themes (going
beyond everyday events)

LANGUAGE AND

LITERARY FEATURES

* Amusing or engaging one-
dimensional characters

« Some stretches of descriptive
language

= Some texts with settings that are not
typical of many children’s
experience

+ Almost all dialogue assigned to
speaker

» Full variety in presentation of
dialogue (simple, simple using
pronouns, split, direct)

» Use of dialogue for drama

* Multiple episodes taking placa
across time

+ Simple, traditional elements of
fantasy

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

* Some long sentences (more than
ten words) with prepositional
phrases, adjectives, and clauses

* Some sentences that are questions
in simple sentences and in dialogue

* Some complex sentences with
variety in order of clauses, phrases,
subject, verb, and object

+ Variation in placement of subject,
verb, adjectives, and adverbs

» Language structures of text not
repetitious

VOCABULARY

* Most vacabulary words known by
children through oral language or
reading

+ Some content-specific words
introduced, explained, and
illustrated in the text

* Wide variety in words used to
assign dialogue to speaker

« Greater range of vocabulary and
multi-syllable words

+ Large numbers of high-frequency
words

* Complex word solving required to
understand meaning

© 2011, 2008 by Gay Su Pinnell and Irene C. Fountas from The Continuum of Literacy Learning, Grades PreK-8. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
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GUIDED READING JEVEY!

Readers at Level I:

At level 1, readers will be processing texts that are mostly short (eight to sixteen pages), as well as
some easy illustrated chapter books (forty to sixty pages} that require them to sustain attention
and memory over time. They will meet some long sentences of more than ten words that con-
tain prepositional phrases, adjectives, and clauses. They will also encounter compound sen-
tences. They can effectively process complex sentences when required by a text. In addition to
automatically recognizing a large number of words, they are using word-solving strategies for
complex spelling patterns, multisyllable words, and many words with inflectional endings, plu-
rals, contractions, and possessives. They read many texts silently, following the text with their
eyes and without pointing. In oral reading, they reflect appropriate rate, word stress, intonation,
phrasing, and pausing,

GENRE/FORMS

1

CONTENT

Genre

+ Informaticnal texts

+ Simple animal fantasy

» Realistic fiction

« Traditional literature {mastly
folktales)

Forms
* Picture books
« Simple plays

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

« Narratives with multiple episodes
and little repetition of similar
episodes

» Narratives with more elaborated
episcdes

« Some very short chapter books with
the same characters acfoss chapters

Nonfiction

+ Focused on a single idea/topic or
series of related ideas/topics

« Underlying structures used and
presented clearly (description,
comparison and contrast, temporal
sequence, problem and solution)

» Texts organized into a few simple
categories

« Some fonger texts that repeat
longer and more complex patterns

» Some unusual formats, such as
letters or questions followed by
answers

= Familiar content and some new
content that typically children would
not know

» Concepts accessible through text
and illustrations

THEMES AND IDEAS

= Many light, humorous stories,
typical of childhood experiences

* Same ideas that are new to most
children

* Themes accessible given typical
experiences of children

» A few abstract ideas which are
highly supported by text and
illustrations

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

+ Amusing or engaging one-
dimensional characters

= More elaborated description of
character attributes

« Language characteristic of traditional

literature in some texts

» Some texts with settings that are not

typical of many children's
experience

» Variety of dialogue (between more
than two characters in maay texts)

* Multiple episodes taking place
across time

« Simple, traditional elements of
fantasy
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+ Most texts tofd from a single point
of view with some texts showing
mare than one

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

» Some long sentences (more than
ten words) with prepositional
phrases, adjectives, and clauses

« Many sentences with embedded
dauses and phrases

» Variation in placement of subjet,
verb, adjectives, and adverbs

* Use of commas to set words apart
{addressee in dialogue, qualifiers,
etc)

« Sentences with nouns, verbs,
adjectives, and adverbs in series,
divided by commas

« Many compound sentences

VOCABULARY

« Most vocabuary words known by
children through oral language or
reading

» Some content-specific words
introduced, explained, and
illustrated in the text

« Wide variety of words to assign
dialogue (said, cried, shouted,
thought, whispered) and adjectives
describing the dialogue (quietly,
loudly)

WORDS

« Many two- to three-syllable words

« Plurals, contractions, and
POSSESSives

+ Wide range of high-frequency
words

» Many words with inflectional
endings

« Some cormnplex letter-sound
relationships in words

« Some complex spelling pattems

= Multisyllable words that are
generally easy to take apart or
decode

« Some easy compound words

@ 2011, 2008 by Gay Su Pinnell and Irene C. Fountas from The Continuury of Literacy Learning, Grades PreK-8 Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
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GUIDED READING

Level }

Readers at Level J:

At level , readers process a variety of texts, including short informational texts on familiar top-
ics, short fiction texts, and longer illustrated narratives that have short chapters. They adjust
* their reading strategies to process not only realistic fiction and informational texts but to read
very simple biographies. In fiction, characters generally do not change since the plots are rela-
tively simple and texts are not long. Readers process an increased number of longer and more
complex sentences (those with more than ten words containing prepositional phrases, adjec-
tives, clauses, and many compound sentences). Readers are able to automatically recognize a
large number of words, and can quickly apply word-solving strategies to multisyllable words
with inflectional endings, suffixes, and prefixes. They can read a wide range of plurals, contrac-
tions, and possessives. In oral reading, they reflect appropriate rate, word stress, intonation,
phrasing, and pausing (recognizing and using a range of punctuation). They read silently in in-
dependent reading and while reading individually in guided reading

GENRE/FORMS

Genre

+ Informational texts

« Simple animal fantasy

« Realistic fiction

+ Traditional literature {mostly
folktales)

* Some simple biographies on
familiar subjects

Forms

* Picture books

* Plays

* Beginning chapter books with
{lustrations

+ Some series books

« Some graphic texts

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

« Narratives with little repetition of
similar episodes

* Narratives with more elaborated
episodes

« Some beginning chapter books with
short chapters

» Chapters connected by character

= Chapters usually connected to a
longer plot

Nonfiction

« Focused on a single fdea/topic or
series of related ideas/topics

» Underlying structures used and
presented clearly {description,
comparison and contrast, ternporal
sequence, problem and solution)

+ Texts organized into a few simple
categories of information

+ Some longer texts with repeating
longer and more complex patterns

+ Some unusual formats, such as
letters or questions followed by
answers

CONTENT

« Familiar content and some new
content that typically children would
not know

» New content accessible through text
and illustrations

THEMES AND IDEAS

+ Many light, humorous stories,
typical of childhood experiences

* Some ideas new to most children

» Themes accessible given typical
experiences of children

« A few abstract ideas that are highly
supported by text and illustrations

* Some texts {graphic novels)
requiring readers to infer the story
from pictures with minimal text or
dialogue only
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LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

« Amusing or engaging characters,
some of which have more than one
dimension

+ Elaborated description of character
traits

+ Language characteristic of traditiona
literature in some texts

+ Some texts with settings that are not
typical of many children’s
experience

» Variety of dialogue (may be
between maore than two characters
in many texts)

* Multiple episodes taking place
across time

+ Simple, traditional elements of
fantasy

» Most texts told from & single point
of view, with same having several
points of view

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

« Many longer (more than ten
words), more complex sentences
{prepositional phrases, introductory
clauses, lists of nouns, verbs, or
adjectives)

» Many sentences with embedded
clauses and phrases

+ Occasional use of parenthetical
material embedded in sentences

* Sentences with nouns, verbs,
adjectives, and adverbs in a series,
divided by commas

+ Variation in placement of subject,
verb, adjectives, and adverbs

« Many compound sentences

VOCABULARY

« Most vocabulary words known by
children through oral language or
reading

= Content words ilfustrated with
pictures or other graphics

* Some new vocabulary and content-
specific words introduced that are
explained and iliustrated in the text

+ Wide varsety of words to assign
dialogue (sard, cried, shouted
thought, whispered) and adjectives
describing the dialogue (guetly,
loudly)

WORDS

+ Many two- to three-syllable words

+ Plurals, contractions, and
POssessives

* Wide range of high-frequency
words

+ Many words with inflectional
endings

* Many words with complex letter-
sound relationships

» Some cemplex spelling patterns

£ 2011, 2008 by Gay Su Finnell and Irene C. Fountas from The Continuum of { feracy Learning, Grades Prek-8 Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.




' GUIDED READING

Level )

stay in a hospital

People feel better
when they

Sometimes people can not
meat 5tay at home because they _
.—= are not well. They must .

a nursing home. They miss \
their homes and families. :

pet a dog.

» Multisyllable words that are
generally easy to take apart or
decode

+ Some easy compound words

ILLUSTRATIONS

General

+ Two or more kinds of graphics cn a
page

+ Some tltustrations complex with
mary ideas

Fiction

» Many texts with minimal Hlustrations
and some with none

« Some complex and artistic
ilustrations that comsunicate
meaning to match or extend the
iext

© 21, 2008 by Gay Su Pinne!l and Irene C. Fountas from The Connnuum of {teracy Learring, Grades Prek-8 Portsrouth, NH: Heinemann

or in

+ ltustrations that support
interpretation, enhance enjoyment,
set mood but are not necessary for
understanding

Nonfiction

+ More than one kind of graphic on a
page

* Many simple graphics (illustrations
with labels)

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Length

+ Chapter books (most approximately
forty to seventy-five pages)

+ Many lines of print on a page
{approximately three to twelve
Iines)

= Shorter (most approximately
twenty-four to thirty-six pages of
prin) texts on single topics {usually
nonfiction)

Print and Layout

+ Ample space between lines

= Italics indicating unspoken thougnt

= Some texts in smaller font size

= Words in bold and italics that are
impertent to meaning and stress

« Sentences carrying over two 1o
three lines and some over two
pages

« Longer sentences slarting on left
margin in mcst texts

* Some sentences, starting middle of
a line

« Print in most ltustraled texts clearly
separated from pictures

+ Variety in kayout, reflecting different
genres

Punctuation

* Pentods, commas, quotation marks,
exclamation peints, question marks,
dashes, and ellipses

Tools

+ Some texts with & lable of contents

+ Some texts with a simple glossary

= Chapter titles In some books

= Some texts with headings in bold to
show sections

Guided Reading 289




GUIDED READING JEETCR

Readers at Level K:

At level K, readers process a wider range of genres (realistic fiction, animal fantasy, traditional
literature, some simple biographies, and more informational texts). They read many illustrated
chapter books (including some series books). Most fiction texts have multiple episodes related
to a single plot but the demand on the reader’s memory is higher than previous levels. They read
about characters that change very little but are at the same time more complex; texts have multi-
ple characters. Readers process a great deal of dialogue, some of it unassigned, and are chal-
lenged to read stories based on concepts that are distant in time and space and reflect diverse
cultures. Readers solve many content-specific words and some technical words in informational
texts. They automatically recognize a large number of words and quickly apply word-solving
strategies to multisyllable words with inflectional endings, and to words with suffixes and
prefixes. They can read a wide range of plurals, contractions, and possessives. They read silently
in independent reading, but when reading orally they demonstrate all aspects of fluent reading.

GENRE/FORMS

Genre

* Informational texts

+ Simple animal fantasy

+ Realistic fiction

+ Traditional literature (mostly
folktates)

* Some simpte biographies on
famifiar subjects

Forms

+ Picture hooks

* Plays

* Beginning chapter books with
illustrations

* Series books

* Some graphic texts

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

« Narratives with many episodes

* Some beginning chapter books with
short chapters

» Chapters connected by character or
broad theme

+ Chapters usually connected 1o a
longer plot

» Simple, straightforwerd plots

Nonfiction

* Presentation of multiple topics

* Underlying structures (description,
comparison and contrast, temporal
sequence, problem and solution,
cause and effect)

+ Texts organized into a few simple
categories

+ Variety in organization and topic

» Some longer texis with sections
presenting different information

» Variety in nonfiction formats
{question and answer, paragraphs,
boxes, legends, and call-outs)

CONTENT

* Familiar content and some new
content that typically children would
not know

* New content requiring prior
knowledge to understand in some
infermational texts

= Some texts with plats and situations
outside typical experience

* Some texts with settings outside
children’s typical experience

+ New content accessible through text
and illustrations

THEMES AND IDEAS

* Many light, humorous stories,
typical of chitdhood experiences

* Some ideas new to most children

* Themes accessible given typical
experiences of children

+ A few abstract ideas, supported by
the text but with less illustration
support

+ Texts with universal themes
illustrating important human issues
and attributes (friendship, courage)
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» Some texts (graphic novels)
requiring readers to infer the story
from pictures with minimal text or
dialogue only

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

» Some complex and memorable
characters

* Some figurative language
{metaphor, simile)

» Some texts with settings that are not
typical of many children's
experience

+ Setting important to understanding
the plot in some texts

» Complex plots with numerous
episodes and time passing

* Simple, traditional elements of
fantasy

= Most texts teld from a single point
of view

* May have more than one point of
view within one text

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

+ Variety in sentence length and
complexity

» Longer (more than fifteen words),
more complex sentences
(prepositional phrases, introductory
clauses, lists of nouns, verbs, or
adjectives)

* Many complex sentences with
embedded phrases and clauses

» Variation in placement of subject,
verb, adjectives, and adverbs

* Wide variety of words to assign
dialogue, with verbs and adverbs
essential to meaning

VOCABULARY

» Content words illustrated with
pictures ar other graphics

* Some new vocabulary and content-
specific words introduced,
explained, and illustrated in the text

* Wide variety of words to assign
dialogue, with verbs and adverbs
essential to mearting

WORDS

* Many two- to three-syllable words

* Plurals, contractions, and
possessives

* Awide range of high frequency
words

* Many words with inflectional
endings

= Many words with complex letter-
sound relationships

« Some complex spelling patterns

* Multisyllable words that are
challenging to take apart or decode

* Some easy compound words

© 2013, 2008 by Gay Su Pinnell and Irene C. Fountas from The Continutim of Literacy Learning, Grades PreK-8 Portsmouth, NH: Heinerann,
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GUIDED READING

Touch

your sense: of touch.

ILLUSTRATIONS

Level K

General

* Two or more kinds of graphics on a
page

» Somne long stretches of text with no
illustrations or graphies

Fiction

= Some texts with no or enly minimal
ilustrations

+ Some texts with illustrations that are
essentiaf to interpretation

= Some fllustrations that support
interpretation, enhance enjoyment,
set maod but are not necessary for
understanding

Nonrfiction
* More than one kind of graphic on a

page

If your eyes are closed, how can you
tell the difference between a soft

chick and rough sandpaper? You use

+ Combination of graphics providing
information that matches and
extends the text .

* In most texts, graphics that are
deaily explained (simple diagrams,
ilustrations with labels, maps,
charis)

« Variety in the layout of print in
nonfiction texts {question and
answer, paragraphs, boxes, legends,
call-outs)

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Length
* Many lines of print on a page (three
to fifteen lines; more for fiction)

» Chapter books (sixty to one
hundred pages of print)

Print and Layout

* Ample space between fines

» Print and font size vary with some
longer texts in smafl fonts

* Use of words tn italics, bold, or all
capitals to indicate emphasis, level
of importance, or signal other
meaning

» Variety in print and background
color

* Sentences carrying over twa to
three lines and some over two
pages

+ Print and illustrations integrated in
many texts

they can fit through small openings.

You use your skin to touch. Cats do, too.

But cats also use their whiskers] The touch

of the whiskers helps cats know whether

* Variety in layout, reflecting different
genres

« Usually friendty layout in chapter
books, with many sentences starting
on the left

Punctuation

* Periods, commas, quotation marks,
exclamation points, question marks,
dashes, and eflipses in most texts

Tools

* Readers' tools (table of contents,
captions, a few headings, glossary,
chapter titles, bald print, author's
notes) .

Cuided Reading 293
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Level L

GUIDED READING

WORDS

+ Wide variety of high frequency
wards

* Many two- to three-syllable words

+ Some words with more than three
syllables

+ Words with suffixes and prefixes

» Words with a wide variety of very
complex spelling patterns

« Multisyllable words that are
challenging to take apart or decode

= Many plurals, contractions, and
compound words

ILLUSTRATIONS

General

« A variely of complex graphics, often
meore than one on a page

* Some long stretches of text (usually
a page or two) with no illustrations
or graphics

Fiction

» Many texts with no or only minimal
ilhustrations

+ Some complex and artistic
illustrations that communicate

Newborn

Hang On, Baby Monkey

by Donna Latham

Deep in the rain forest, a baby
monkey is born. His mother is
part of a family group called a
troop. Monkeys in the troop work
together to stay alive.

Monkeys from the troop come

close to look at the new baby.

B rain forest

Monkeys make their home in the huge Amauzon
rain forest in South America.

meaning o match or extend the
text

= Some texts with illustrations that are
essential to interpretation

* Some illustrations that support
interpretation, enhance enjoyment,
and set mood but are not necessary
for understanding

= Much of sating, action, and
characters shown in pictures
(graphic texts)

Nonfiction

» More than one kind of graphic on a
page

« Combination of graphics providing
information that matches and
extends the text

» Graphics that are clearly explained
in most texts

« A variety of graphics: photos,
drawings, maps, cutaways, tables,
graphs)

» Variety in the layout of print in
nonfiction texts (question and
answer, paragraphs, boxes, maps,
charts, call-outs, illustrations with
labels and legends})

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Length

+ Chapter books (sixty to one
hundred pages of print)

» Shorter texts (most approximately
twenty-four to forty-eight pages of
prink) on single topics (usuaﬁy
nenfiction)

* Many lines of print on a page (five
to twenty-four Fnes; more for
fiction)

Print and Layout

« Ample space between lines

« Print and font size varying with
some longer texts in small fonts

» Use of words in italics, bold, or all
capitals to indicate emphasis, level
of importance, or signal other
meaning

= Variety in print and background
color

« Some sentences continuing over
several fines or to the next page

* Print and illustrations integrated in
many texts

« Variety in layout reflecting different
genres

» Usually friendly layout in chapter
books, with many sentences starting
on the left

+ Bubbles, strips or print, and other
priny/picture combinations in
graphic texts

= Variety in layout of nonfiction
formats (question and answer,
paragraphs, boxes, legends, cafl-
outs)

Punctuation

* Periods, commas, quofation marks,
exclamation points, question marks,
dashes, and ellipses in most texts

Tools

« Avariety of readers’ tcols: table of
contents, glossary, punctuation
guide, titles, labels, headings,
subheadings, sidebars, legends

Guided Reading 297
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GUIDED READING

Level L

Readers at Level L:

At level L, readers process easy chapter books including some series books, with more sophisti-
cated plots and few illustrations, as well as shorter informational and fiction books. They adjust
their reading to process a range of genres (realistic fiction, simple fantasy, informational texts,
traditional literature, and biography, as well as some special types of texts, for example, shorter
series books, very simple mysteries, and graphic texts). They understand that chapters have mul-
tiple episodes related to a single plot. They learn some new content through reading and are re-
quired to bring more prior knowledge to the process; but the content is usually accessible
through the text and illustrations. At this level, readers are beginning to recognize themes across
texts (friendship, courage), and they understand some abstract ideas. They see multiple perspec-
tives of characters as revealed through description, what they say, think, or do, and what others
say about them. They process complex sentences with embedded clauses and figurative lan-
guage. They recognize and/or flexibly solve a large number of words, including plurals, contrac-
tions, possessives, many multisyliable words, many content-specific words, and some technical
words, They read silently in independent reading; in oral reading, they demonstrate all aspects
of smooth, fluent prcl)cessing.

GENRE/FORMS

Genre

« Informational texts

« Simple fantasy

» Realistic fiction

+ Traditional literature (folktales,
fables)

+ Biography, maostly on well-known
subjects

* Simpte mysteries

* Some graphic novels

» Simple hybrid texts

Forms

» Picture books

- Plays

« Beginning chapter books with
ilustrations

+ Series books

+ Graphic texts

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

» Narrative structure induding
chapters with multiple episodes
related to a single plot

= Simple, straightforward plots

+ Some embedded genres such as
directions or letters

Nonfiction

* Presentation of muitiple topics

» Underlying structures (description,
comparison and contrast, temporal
sequence, problem and solution,
cause and effect)

+ Texts organized into a few simple
categories

* Some longer texts with sections
presenting different information

+ Variety in organization and topic

* Variety in nonfiction formats
(question and answer, paragraphs,
boxes, legends, and call-outs)

CONTENT

* New content requiring prior
knowledge to understand

* Some texts with plots, settings, and
situations outside typical experience

+ Some technical content that is
challenging and not typically known

* New content accessible through text
and ilustrations

THEMES AND IDEAS

« Many light, humorous stories,
typical of childhood experiences

* Somne ideas that are new to most
children

« Themes accessible given typical
experiences of chitdren
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« Texts with universal themes
ilustrating imporant human issues
and attributes (friendship, courage,
challenges)

« Some texts (graphic novels)
requiring readers to infer the story
from pictures with minimal text or
dialogue only

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

« Some complex and memorable
characters

» Multiple characters to understand
and follow development

« Various ways of showing characters
attributes (description, dialogue,
thoughts, others’ perspedtives)

+ Figurative language and descriptive
language _

* Setting important to understanding
the plot in some texts

* Wide variety in showing dialogue,
both assigned and unassigned

» Complex plots with numerous
episodes and time passing

+ Plots with rrumerous episedes,
building toward prablem resolution

» Simple, traditional elements of
fantasy

« Texts with multiple points of view
revealed through characters’
behaviors and dialogue

« Variety in sentence length and
complexity

+ Longer {more than fifteen words),
more complex sentences
{prepositional phrases, intreductory
dlauses, lists of nouns, verbs, or
adjectives)

= Questions in dialogue (fiction) and
questions and answers {nonfiction)

« Sentences with nouns, verbs, or
adjectives in series, divided by
commas

* Assigned and unassigned dialogue

VOCABULARY

* Some new vocabulary and content-
specific words introduced,
explained, and illustrated in the text

» Wide variety of words to assign
dialogue, with verbs and adverbs
essential to meaning

+ New vocabulary in fiction texts
(largely unexplained)

+ Words with multiple meanings
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AUDIDHELUIL [ Level M

Readers at Level M:

At level M, readers know the characteristics of a range of genres (realistic fiction, simple fantasy,
informational texts, traditional literature, and biography). Some fiction texts are chapter books
and readers are becoming interested in special forms, such as longer series books and mysteries.
Fiction narratives are straightforward but have elaborate plots and multiple characters that de-
velop and show some change over time. They read shorter nonfiction texts, mostly on single
topics, and are able to identify and use underlying structures (description, comparison and con-
trast, temporal sequence, problem and solution, cause and effect}). They can process sentences
that are complex, contain prepositional phrases, introductory clauses, lists of nouns, verbs, or
adjectives. Word solving is smooth and automatic in both silent and oral reading and can read
and understand descriptive words, some complex content-specific words, and some technical
words. They read silently and independently. In oral reading, they demonstrate all aspects of

smooth, fluent processing,

GENRE/FORMS

Genre

* Informational texts

= Simple fantasy

* Realistic fiction

« Traditional literature {folktales,
fables, legends, tall tales)

« Biography, mostly on well-known
subjects

sequence, problem and solution,
cause and effect)

» Texts organized into a few simple
categories

+ Variety in organization and topic

« Variety in nonfiction formats
{question and answer, paragraphs,
boxes, legends, and call-outs)

CONTENT

« Simple rnysteries

« Hybrid texts combining more than « Some technical content that is

challenging and not typically known

one genre . _
* Most of content carried by the print
Forms rather than pictures
* Picture books « Content supported or extended by
* Plays tlustrations in most informational
+ Beginning chapter books with texts
illustrations

* Series books

THEMES AND IDEAS

* Graphic texts « Many light, humorous stories,

typical of childhood experiences

* Most ideas supported by the text
but with less illustration support

« Taxts with universal themes
illustrating important human issues
and atiributes (friendship, courage)

+ Some abstract themes requiring
inferential thinking to derive

» Some texts {graphic texts) requiring
readers to infer the story from
pictures with minimal text or
dialogue only

* Some texts with moral lessons

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

« Narrative structure including
chapters with multiple episodes
related to a single plot

« Simple, straightforward plots

« Much of setting, actions, and
tharacters provided in pictures in
graphic texts

Nonfiction

* Presentation of multiple topics

» Underlying structures {description,
comparison and contrast, temporal
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LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

* Some complex and memorable
characters

» Various ways of showing characters’
attributes (description, dialogue,
thaughts, others’ perspectives)

« Multiple characters to understand
and notice how they develop and
change over time

» Figurative and descriptive language

» Setting important to understanding
the plot in some texts

« Various perspectives revealed
through dialogue

* Wide variety in showing dialogue,
both assigned and unassigned

+ Complex plots with numerous
episodes and time passing

= Plots with numerous episodes,
building toward problem resolution

« Simnple, traditional elements of
fantasy

» Texts with multiple points of view
reveated through characters’
behaviors

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

* Some longer (more than fifteen
words), more complex sentences
(prepositional phrases, introductory
clauses, lists of nouns, verbs, or
adjectives)

= Variety in sentence length, with
some tong and complex sentences

» Questions in dialogue {fiction) and
questions and answers (nonfiction)

« Sentences with parenthetical
materiak

« Sentences with nouns, verbs, or
adjectives in series, divided by
commas

VOCABULARY

#

E
]
4]

« Some new vocabulary and content-
specific words introduced,
explained, and iflustrated in the text

+ New vocabulary in fiction texts
fargely unexplained

WORDS

ERRR Lt

+ Many two- to three-syllable werds

* Some words with more than three
syllables

* Words with suffixes

» Words with a wide variety of very
complex spelling patterns

= Multisyllable words that are
challenging to take apart or decode

« Many plurals, contractions, and
compound words
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GUIDED READING

ILLUSTRATIONS

Level M

General

* Avariety of complex graphics, often
mare than one on a page

» Some long stretches of text with no
illustrations or graphics

Fiction

+ Most texts with no illustrations,
minimal black and white
iflustrations, or symbolic illustrations

» Some highly complex and artistic
ilustrations that communicate
meaning to match or extend the
text

« Black and white illustrations in most
texts

Mom.

be totally fun!”

Savingup

by Kitty Calton

I really, really wanted to get a dog.
But Mom said I wasn’t responsible
enough to take care of a pet.

“I'm very responsible!” I said.

“Hmm. Okay, Mr. Responsible, 1
hate to disagree with you, Danny.
But how many times did I tell you to

clean your room this week?” asked

“Well, cleaning my room is totally

boring! Taking care of a dog would

Mom said, “Dogs are a lot of

work!” She said I'd have to prove I

Nonfiction

+ More than one kind of grapnic on a
page

» Combination of graphics providing
information that matches and
extends the text

» Variety of graphics (diagrams,
labels, cutaways, maps, scales with
legends, illustrations with labels,
maps, charts)

+ In most texts, graphics that are
clearly explained

« Variety in the layout of print in
nonfiction texts {question and
answer, paragraphs, boxes, legends,
cail-outs)

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Length

« Short texts

+ Some chapter bogks (sixty to one
hundred pages of priat)

Print and Layout

« Ample space between lines

« Print and font size varying with
some longer texts in small fonts

« Use of words in italics, bold, or alk
capitals to indicate emphasis, level
of impottance, or signal other
meaning

« Variety in print and background
color

+ Many sentences continuing over
several lines or to the next page

+ Print and itlustrations integrated in
many texts

« Captions under pictures that
provide important informatien

« Usually friendly layout in chapter
books, with some sentences starting
on the left

+ Variety in layout of nonfiction
forenats (question and answer,
paragraphs, boxes, legends, call-
outs)

Punctuation
» Full range of punctuation, including
dashes and ellipses

Tools

« Avariety of readers’ tools: table of
contents, glossary, punctuation
guide, titles, labels, headings,
subheadings, sidebars, legends



’ GUIDED READING BEEN

Readers at Level N:

; At level N, readers will process the full range of genes, short fiction stories, chapter books and

i shorter informational texts; also, they read special forms such as mysteries and series books. Fic-

 tion narratives are straightforward but have more elaborate plots with many episodes and multi-
ple characters who develop and change over time. Some nonfiction texts provide information in
categories on several related topics, and readers can identify and use underlying structures (de-
scription, compare and contrast, temporal sequence, problem and solution, cause and effect).
They continue to read silently at a good rate and automatically use a wide range of word-solving
strategies while focusing on meaning. In oral reading, they will continue to read with phrasing,
fluency, and appropriate word stress in a way that reflects meaning and recognizes punctuation.
Readers will slow down to problem solve or search for information and then resume normal
pace; there is little overt problem solving. They can process sentences that are complex, with
prepositional phrases, introductory clauses, lists of nouns, verbs, or adjectives. They can read
and understand descriptive words, some complex content-specific words, and some technical
words. Length of text is no longer a critical factor as students are beginning to read texts that
vary greatly. Word solving is smooth and automatic in both silent and oral reading.

i

GENRE/FORMS

Genre

« informatioral texts

» Simple fantasy

» Realistic fiction

» Traditional literature

= Biography, mostly on well-known
subjects

+"Historical fiction

= Simple mysteries

* Hybrid texts with embedded genres
such as directions, letters, or recipes

Forms

» Picture books

* Plays

+ Beginning chapter books with
illustrations

= Series books

« Graphic texts

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

» Narrative structure including
chapters with multiple episodes
related to a single plot

* Plots with detailed episodes

Nonfiction
* Texts organized into categories and
subcategories

* Presentation of muftiple topics that
represent subtopics of a farger
content area or theme

+ Underlying structures (description,
comparisen and contrast, temporal
sequence, problem and solution,
cause and effect)

* Variety in organization and topic

+ Variety in nonfiction formiats
{question and answer, paragraphs,
boxes, legends, and call-outs)

CONTENT

= Content requiring prior knowledge
to understand in many
informational texts

+ Most of content carried by the print
rather than pictures

» Content supported or extended by
Mustrations and other graphics in
most informational texts

+ Content requiring the reader to take
on perspectives from diverse
cultures and bring cultural
knowledge to understanding

THEMES AND IDEAS

« Many light, humorous stories,
typical of childhood experiences

* A few abstract ideas, supported by
the text but with less flustration
support
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+ Some abstract themes requiring
inferential thinking to derive

» Texts with deeper meanings
applicable to important human
problems and socral issues

« Some texts {graphic texts) requiring
readers to infer the story from
pictures with minimal text or
dialogue only

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

* Multiple characters to inderstand

+ Characters and perspectives
revealed by what they say, think,
and do and what others say or think
about them

+ Memorable characters who change
and develop over time

+ Factors related to character change
explicit and obvious

* Destriptive and figurative language
that are impaortant to understanding
the plot

+ Sefting important to understanding
the plot in some texts

* Wide variety in showing dialogue,
both assigned and unassigned

+ Complex plots with numerous
episodes and time passing

« Plots with numerous episodes,
building toward problem resolution

* Building suspense through events
of the plot

* Simple, traditional elements of
fantasy

» Texts with multiple points of view
revealed through characters’
behaviors

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

* Variety in sentence length, with
some longer (more than fifteen
wards), more complex sentences
{prepositional phrases, introductory
dlauses, lists of nouns, verbs, or
adjectives)

* Questions in dialogue (fiction) and
questions and answers (nonfiction)

+ Sentences with parenthetical
material

* Sentences with nouns, verbs, or
adjectives in series, divided by
ommas

VOCABULARY

+ Many complex content-specific
words in nonfiction, mostly defined
in text, Mustrations, or glossary

* New vocabulary in fiction texts
largely unexplained

* Some words used figuratively
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GUIDED READING

» Some words with connotative
meanings that are essential to
understanding the text

+ Some longer descriptive words
(adjectives and adverbs)

» Words that represent abstract ideas

WORDS

Level N

Dogs at Work

by Misha Kees

Who is your best friend? A best

friend can be a classmate, a

neighbor, or even a relative. But for

some people, their best friend

walks on four legs, is covered with

fur, and takes them anywhere they

need to go. It's a dog! But it's not

just any dog—their best friend is a

guide dog.

This dog guides
its owner through
a grocery store.

« Many words with three or more
syllables

+ Words with suffixes and prefixes

+ Words with a wide variety of very
complex spelling patterns

* Multisyllable words that are
challenging to take apart or decode

+ Some multisyllable proper nouns
that are difficult to decode

* Many plurals, contractions, and
compound words

* Some words divided (hyphenated)
across lines

ILLUSTRATIONS

General

« A variety of complex graphics, often
more than one on a page

* Some long stretches of text with no
illustrations or graphics

Fiction

» Most texts with no or only minimal
illustrations

« Black and white illustrations in most
texts

» Some highly complex and artistic
illustrations that communicate
meaning to match or extend the
text {mood, symbolism)

+ Much of setting, action, and
characters provided in piciures in
graphic texts

Nonfiction

» Combination of graphics providing
information that matches and
extends the text

» Variety of graphics (diagrams,
labels, cutaways, maps, scales with
legends, illustrations with labels,
charts)

« Graphics that are clearly explaified
in most texts

» Variety in the layout of print in
nonfiction texts {question and
answer, paragraphs, boxes, legends,
call-outs)

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Print and Layout

» Ample space between lines

+ Print and font size varying with
some longer texts in small fonts

» Use of words in italics, bold, or all
capitals to indicate emphasis, level
of importance, or signal other
meaning

» Variety in print and background
color

» Sentences continuing over several
lines of to the next page

» Print and fllustrations integrated in
many texts

= (aptions under pictures that
provide important information

« Variety in layout, reflecting different
genres

» Usually friendly layout in chapter
books, with sentences starting on
the left

« Variety in layout of nonfiction
formats {question and answer,
paragraphs, boxes, legends, call-
puts)

« Information shown in a variety of
picture and print combinations in
graphic texts

Punctuation
» Full range of puncluation, induding
dashes and ellipses

Tools

« Avariety of readers’ tools: table of
contents, captions, glossary,
punctuation guide, titles, labels,
headings, subheadings, sidebars,
legends, author's notes

Guided Reading 305
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GUIDED READING V=R

WORDS

by Stephanie Herbek

Mr. Lec’s commanding voice brought

the classroom to attention. “LListen up!

1 need someone te care for Scooter this

weekend. Any voluntecrs?”

All around the classroom, students

who hoped to be picked to bring home

the adorable, fuzzy hamster shot their

hands up high. Instead, Nate put his

chin in his hand and sighed. Although

Nate loved animals, he was allergic to

everything furry, fluffy, or feathery.

» Many words with three or more
syllables

+ Words with suffixes and prefixes

+ Words with a wide variety of vety
complex spelling patterns

+ Multisyllable words that are
challenging to take apart or decode

« Some multisyllable proper nouns
that are difficult to decode

« Many plurals, contractions, and
compound words

« Words divided (hyphenated) across
lines and across pages

ILLUSTRATIONS

General

» Avariety of compex graphics, often
more than one on a page

+ Some lang stretches of text with no
ilustrations or graphics

Fiction

« Most texts with no or only minimal
illustrations

« Much of setting, action, and
characters pravided in pictures in
graphic texts

« In illustrated texts, highly complex
and artistic illustrations that
communicate meaning to match or
extend the text {mood, symbolism)

» Most flustrations are black and
white

Nonfiction

» Combination of graphics providing
information that matches and
extends the text

» In most texts, graphics that are
clearly explained (simple diagrams,
ilustrations with labels, maps,
charis)

« Variety in the layout of print in
nonfiction texts (question and
answer, paragraphs, buxes, legends,
call-outs)

+ Variety of graphics {diagrams,
Jabels, cutaways, maps, scales with
legends, charts, photographs with
legends)

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Print and Layout

+ Ample space between lines

« Varying print and font size with
some longer texts in small fonts

« Use of words in italics, bold, or all
capitals to indicate emphasis, level
of importance, or signal other
meaning

« Variety in print and background
color

» Sentences confinuing over several
lines or to the next page

« Print and illustraticns integrated in
mnany texts

« Captions under pictures that
provide important information

» Usually friendly layout in chapter
books, with sentences starting on
the left

» Variety in layout of nenfiction
formats (question and answer,
paragraphs, boxes, legends, call-
outs)

+ Information shown in a variety of
picture and print combinations in
graphic texts

Punctuation
« Full range of punctuation, including
dashes and ellipses

Tools

+ A variety of reader's tools: table of
contents, glossary, punciuation
guide, tittes, labels, headings,
subheadings, sidebars, legends,
author's notes, simple index,
captions

« A variety of graphics: photos,
drawings, maps, cutaways, tables,
graphs

Guided Reading 309
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GUIDED READING

Level O

Readers at Level 0:

At level O, readers can identify the characteristics of a full range of genres. They read both chap-
ter books and shorter fiction and informational texts, Also, they read special forms such as mys-
teries, series books, books with sequels, and short stories. Fiction narratives are straightforward
but have elaborate plots and multiple characters who develop and change over time, They may
also encounter hybrid texts that combine more than one genre in a coherent whole. Some
nonfiction texts provide information in categories on several related topics, and readers can
identify and use underlying structures (description, compare and contrast, temporal sequence,
problem and solution, cause and effect). They can process sentences that are complex, contain
prepositional phrases, introductory clauses, and lists of nouns, verbs, or adjectives. They solve
new vocabulary words, some defined in the text and others unexplained. Word solving is
smooth and automatic in both silent and oral reading. They can read and understand descrip-
tive words, some complex content-specific words, and some technical words. Length is no longer
a critical factor as texts vary widely. They read silently with little overt problem-solving; in oral
reading, they demonstrate all aspects of smooth, fluent processing.

GENRE/FORMS

Genre
+ Informational texts

« Simple fantasy

« Realistic fiction

« Traditional literature (folktales,
fables, legends, tall tales)

« Biography, mostly on well-known
subjects

+ Simple mysteries

» Hybrid texts

Forms

« Picture books

* Plays

« Beginning chapter books with
illustrations

+ Series books

+ Graphic texts

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

* Narrative structure including
chapters with multiple episodes
related to a single plot

* Plots with detailed episodes

* Moral lessons close to the end of a
story

= Some texts with parallel plots

= Some texts with circular plots

Nonfiction

» Presentaticn of multiple topics that
represent subtopic of a larger topic
or theme

* Underlying structures (description,
comparison and contrast, temporal
sequence, problem and solution,
cause and effect)

= Texts organized into a few simple
categories

= Variety in organization and topic

» Variety in nonfiction formats
(question and answer, paragraphs,
boxes, legends, and call-outs)

CONTENT

» Prior knowledge needed to
understand content in many
infermational texts

« Most of content carried by the print
rather than pictures

« Content supported or extended by
illustrations in most informational
texts

« Content requiring the reader to take
on perspectives from diverse
cultures and bring cultural
knowledge to understanding

THEMES AND IDEAS

= Many light, humorous stories
= Some lexts with deeper meaning—
still familiar to most readers
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» Some abstract themes requiring
inferential thinking to derive -

* Texts with deeper meanings
applicable to important human
problerns and social issues

» Some more challenging themes
(e.g., war, the environment}

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

« Texts with multiple points of view
revealed through characters’
behaviors

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

= Multiple characters to understand

» Characters revealed by what they
say, think, and do and what others
say or think about them

» Memorable characters, with bath
good and bad traits, who change
and develop over time

* Factors related to characier change
explicit and obvious

+ Desceiptive and figurative language
that are important to understanding
the plot B

« Setting important to understanding
the plot in some texts

« Wide variety in showing dialogue,
both assigned and unassigned

« Complex plots with numerous
episodes and time passing

» Plots with numerous episodes,
building toward problem resolution

+ Building suspense through events
of the plot

» Simple, traditional elements of
fantasy

« Many longer (more than fifteen
worgs), more complex sentences
{prepositional phrases, introductory
clauses, lists of nouns, verbs, or
adjectives)

« Variety in sentence length, with
some long and complex sentences

» Questions in dialogue (fiction) and
questions and answers {nenfiction)

* Sentences with parenthetical
material

« Sentences with nouns, verbs, or
adjectives in series, divided by
comras

VOCABULARY

= Many complex content-specific
waords in nonfiction, mostly defined
in text, illustrations, or glossary

* New vocabulary in fiction texts
largely unexplained

* Some words used figuratively

+ Some words with connotative
meanings that are essential to
understanding the text

+ Words that stand for abstract ideas
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Level P

GUIDED READING

Readers at Level P:

At level P, readers can identify the characteristics of a full range of genres, including biographies
on less well-known subjects and hybrid texts that blend more than one genre in a coherent whole.
They read both chapter books and shorter informational texts; also, they read special forms such
as mysteries, series books, books with sequels, or short stories. Fiction narratives are straight-
-forward but have elaborate plots and multiple characters who develop and change over time.
Readers are able to understand abstract and mature themes and take on diverse perspectives and
issues related to race, language, culture. Some nonfiction texts provide information in categories
on several related topics, many of which are well beyond readers’ typical experience. Readers can

identify and use underlying structures {
problem and solution, cause and effect). They can proce
tain prepositional phrases, introductory clauses, lists of nouns,
new vocabulary words, some defined in
and automatic in both silent and oral reading. They can read
ome technical words. They read silently;

th little overt problem solving.

some complex content-specific words, and s
they demonstrate all aspects of smooth, fluent processing wi

description, compare and contrast, temporal sequence,
ss sentences that are complex and con-
verbs, or adjectives. They solve
the text and others unexplained. Word solving is smooth
and understand descriptive words,
in oral reading,

GENRE/FORMS

Genre

» Informational texts

+ Simple fantasy

« Realistic fiction

« Traditional fiterature (folktales,
fables, legends, tall tales)

» Biography, many on well-known
subjects

» Sirnple mysteries

+ Hybrid texts

Forms

« Picture boaks

+ Piays

» Beginning chapter books with
ilustrations

« Series books

= Graphic texts

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

« Narrative structure including
chapters with multiple episodes
related to a single plot

« Plots with detailed episodes

« Moral Yesson close to end of a story

« Texts with parallel plots

+ Texts with dircular plots

@ 2011, 2008 by Gay Su Pinnell and lrene C. Fountas from The Continuum of Literacy Learning, Grades PreK~

Nonfiction

« Presentation of multiple topics that
represent subtopic of a larger topic
of theme

« Underlying structures (description,
comparison and contrast, tempoeal
sequence, problem and solution,
cause and effect)

« Texts with multiple topics and
categories within them

+ Variety in organization and topic

« Variety in nonfiction formats
(question and answer, paragraphs,
boxes, legends, and call-outs)

CONTENT

« Topics that go well beyond readers’
personal experiences and content
knowledge

« Most of content caried by the print
rather than pictures

« Content supported or extended by
itlustrations in mast informational
texts

+ Content requiring the reader to take
on diverse perspectives (race,
fanguage, culture)

THEMES AND 1DEAS

+ Some texts with deeper meaning-—
still familiar to most readers

312 The Continuum cf Literacy Leaming, Grades PreK-8: A Guide to Teaching
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+ |deas and themes requiring taking a
perspective not familiar to the
reader

« A few texts with abstract themes
requiring inferential thinking to
derive

« Texts with deeper meanings
applicable to important human
problems and social issues

« Some more challenging themes
{e.g, war, the environment)

« Many ideas and themes requifing
understanding of culturat diversity

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

» Specific descriptions of settings that
provide important informaticn for
understanding the plot

+ Settings distant in time and space
from students’ experiences

« Wide variety in showing diaiogue,
both assigned and unassigned

« Complex plots with numerous
episodes and time passing

« Suspense built through events of
the plot

» Some more complex fantasy
elements

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

» Multiple characters to understand

+ Characters revealed by what they
say, think, and do and what others
say or think about them

+ Memorable characters, with both
good and bad traits, who change
and develop over time

+ Texts with multiple points of view
revealed through characters’
behaviors

+ Descriptive language providing
detaits important to understanding
the plot

« Extensive use of figurative language
that is important to understanding
the plot

» Longer (some with more than
fifteen words) complex senlence
structures

« Questions in dialogue (fiction) and
questions and answers (nonfiction)

« Sentences with parenthetical
material

- Sentences with nouns, verbs, of
adiectives in series, divided by
commas

« Many comptex content-specific
words in nonfiction, mostly defined
in text, illustrations, or glossary




GUIDED READING

VOCABULARY

Level P

Animal Instincts
by B. M. Longo

Introduction

When you were a baby, you learned

how to walk. Later, you learned to
read and do many other things.
But some things you didn’t need to

learn. When you were an infant, for

example, no one had to teach you

how to cry when you were hungry.

You were born knowing how to do

that. A baby’s cry is one example of

an instinct—a behavior that is built-

in, not learned. Different animals are

born with different instincts.

Dogs and Cats

Dogs and cats have many instinctual

behaviors. Some of their actions might

ILLUSTRATIONS

« Many new vocabulary words that
depend on readers’ tools (such as
glossaries)

« Many new vocabulary words that
readers must derive meaning from
context

« Sorne words with connotative
meanings that are essential to
understanding the text

« Some words used figuratively
(metaphor, simile, idiom)

* Words with multiple meanings

* Words that stand for abstract ideas

WORDS

» Words with suffixes and prefixes

» Some words with simple prefixes

« Words with a wide variety of very
complex spelling patterns

« Multisyilable proper nouns that are
difficult to decode

+ Many complex multisyllable words
that are challenging Lo take apart

"+ Many plurals, contractions, and

compound words

General
+ A variety of compex graphics, often
more than one on a page

Fiction

« Most texts with no or only minimal
ilustrations

= In illustrated texts, highly complex
and artistic illustrations that
communicate meaning to match or
extend the text (mood, symbolism)

» Most illustrations are black and
white

Nonfiction

» Full range of graphics providing
information that matches and
extends the text

» Some texts with graphics that are
complex and not fully explained

= Variety in the fayout of print in
nonfiction texts (question and
answer, paragraphs, boxes, legends,
call-outs)

« Variety of graphics (diagrams,
labels, cutaways, maps, scales with
legends)

* Some texts with graphics that have
scales or legends that require
understanding and interpretation

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Print and Layout

+ Varied space between lines, with
some texts having dense print

* Use of words in italics, bold, or all
capitals to indicate emphasis, level
of importance, or signal other
meaning

« Variety in print and background
color

+ Large variation among print styles
and font size {related to genre)

« Sentences continuing over several
lines or to the next page

» Captions under pictures that
provide important information

= Print and illustrations integrated in
most texts, with print wrapping
around pictures

= Variety in layout of nonfiction
formats {question and answer,
paragraphs, boxes, legends, cal-
outs)

* More difficult layout of
informaticnal text, and some fiction
texts, with denser format

» Much of setting, action, and
characiers provided in pictures in
graphic texts

Punctuation
* Fult range of punctuation as needed
for complex sentences

Tools

» Full range of reader’s tools: table of
contents, glossary, punctuation
guide, titles, labels, headings,
subheadings, sidebars, legends,
author's notes, index, call-outs,
references

« Full range of graphics: photos,
drawings, maps, cutaways, tables,
call-outs, graphs

Guided Reading 313
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GUIDED READING [RaYEili]

Readers at Level Q:

At level Q, readers automatically read and understand a full range of genres, including biogra-
phies on less well-known subjects and hybrid texts that blend more than one genre in a coherent
whole. They read both chapter books and shorter informational texts; also, they read special
forms such as mysteries, series books, books with sequels, and short stories. Fiction narratives
are straightforward but have elaborate plots and many complex characters who develop and
change over time. As readers, they understand perspectives different from their own as well as
settings and people far distant in time and space. They can process sentences that are complex,
contain prepositional phrases, introductory clauses, lists of nouns, verbs, or adjectives, and they
solve new vocabulary words, some defined in the text and others unexplained. Most reading is
silent, but fluency and phrasing in oral reading are well established. Readers are challenged by
many longer descriptive words and by content-specific and technical words that require using

R A R P L T

embedded definitions, background knowledge, and readers’ tools, such as glossaries. They can
take apart multisyllable words and use a full range of word-solving skills. They read and under-
stand texts in a variety of layouts as well as fonts and print characteristics and consistently search
for information in llustrations and increasingly complex graphics.

GENRE/FORMS

Genre

« Informational texts

+ More complex fantasy

+ Science fiction

* Realistic fiction

= Traditional literature (all forms)

« Biography, memair, and
autobiography

+ Historical fiction

* Mysteries

« Hybrid texts

Forms

+ Picture books

+ Plays

+ Chapter books

+ Chapter boaks with sequels
= Series books

« Short stories

+ Diaries and logs

+ Graphic texts

TEXT STRUCTURE

« Texis with paralfef plots
+ Texts with circular plots

Nonfiction

* Presentation of multiple topics that
represent subtopic of a farger topic
or theme

* Underlying structures {description,
comparison and contrast, temporal
sequence, problem and solution,
cause and effect)

= Texts with multipte topics and
categories within them

+ Variety in organization and topic

* Variety in nonfiction formats
(question and answer, paragraphs,
boxes, legends, and call-outs)

CONTENT

Fiction

» Narrative structure including
chapters with multiple episodes
related to & single plot

* Plots with detailed episodes

« Moral lessons close to the end of a

story

=. Topics that go well beyond readers’
personal experiences and content
knowledge

+ Fiction—settings requiring
knawledge of content (history,
geography, etc.)

» Most of content carried by the print
rather than pictures

+ Content supported or extended by
illustrations in most informational
texts

316 The Continuum of Literacy Learning, Grades PreK-8: A Guide to Teaching

« Content requiring the reader 1o take
on diverse perspectives (race,
language, culture)

THEMES AND IDEAS

« Complex ideas on many different
tapics requiring real or vicarious
experiences (through reading)

+ A few texts with abstract themes
requiring inferential thinking to
denve

+ Texts with deeper meanings
applicable to important human
problems and social isstes

+ Some more chaflenging themes
{e.g., war, the environment)

+ Many ideas and themes requiring
understanding of cultural diversity

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

« Explicit and obvious reasons for
character change

+ Memorable characters, with both
good and bad traits, wha change
and develop over time

» Multiple characters revealed by
what they say, think, and do and
what others say or think about them

» Descriptive language providing
details important to understanding
the ptot

+ Extensive use of figurative language
that is important to understanding
the plot

« Specific descriptions of settings that
provide important information for
understanding the plot

» Seftings distant in time and space
from students’ typical experiences

* Wide variety in showing dialogue,
both assigned and unassigned

+ Complex plots with numerous
episodes and time passing

= Suspensg built through the evens
of the plot

+ Some more complex fantasy
elements

« Texts with multiple points of view
revealed through characters’
behaviors

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

* Longer and more complex sentence
structures (some with more than
fifteen words}

= Questions in dialogue (fiction) and
questions and answers {nonfiction)

= Sentences with parenthetical
material

@ 2011, 2008 by Gay Su Pinnell and Irene C. Founlas frem The Continuum of Literacy Learning, Grades FreX-8. Portsmouth, MH: Heinemann,
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GUIDED READING VAN

Readers at Level R:

At level R, readers automatically read and understand a full range of genres, including biogra-
phies on less well-known subjects, more complex fantasy, and hybrid texts that blend more than
one genre in a coherent whole. They read both chapter books and shorter informational texts.
Also, they read special forms such as mysteries, series books, books with sequels, short stories,
diaries, and logs. Fiction narratives are straightforward but have elaborate plots and many com-
plex characters who develop and change over time. As readers, they understand perspectives dif-
ferent from their own as well as settings and people far distant in time and space. They can pro-
cess sentences (some with more than fifteen words) that are complex, contain prepositional
phrases, introductory clauses, lists of nouns, verbs, or adjectives, and they solve new vocabulary
words, some defined in the text and others unexplained. Most reading is silent, but fluency and
phrasing in oral reading are well established. Readers are challenged by many longer descriptive
words and by content specific and technical words that require using embedded definitions,
; ‘ " background knowledge, and readers’ tools, such as glossaries. They can take apart multisyllable
. words and use a full range of word-solving skills. They read and understand texts in a variety of

i layouts as well as fonts and print characteristics and consistently search for information in illus-

D | trations and increasingly complex graphics.

GENRE/FORMS

» Multiple characters revealed by
what they say, think, and do and
what others say or think about them

+ Figurative language that is
important to understanding the plot

* Moral lessons closeto the end of @~ + Mast of contentt carried by the print
story rather than pictures

= Texts with paralle! plots + Content supported ar extended by

* Texts with circular plots iflustrations in most informational

* Some collections of short stories texts

Genre

+ informational texts

* More complex fantasy
= Scrence fiction

* Realistic fiction

» Tradstional literature (all forms)

* Biography, memoir, and
autobiography

» Historical fiction

* Mysteries

* Hybrid texts

Forms

* Picture books

* Plays

« Chapter books

+ Chapter books with sequels
* Series books

» Short stories

* Diaries and logs

* Graphic texts

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction
* Narrative structure including

chapters with muttiple episodes

related to a single plot
* Plots with detailed episodes

that have interrelated themes or
build a single plat across the book

Nonfiction

« Presentation of muitiple topics that
represent subtopic of a larger topic
or theme

* Underlying structures (description,
comparison and contrast, temporal
sequence, problem and solution,
cause and effect)

» Texts with multiple topics and
categories within them

* Variety in organization and topic

* Varigty in nonfiction formats
{question and answer, paragraphs,
baoxes, legends, and call-outs)

CONTENT

* Topics that go well beyond readers’
personal experiences and content
knowledge

* Fiction—settings requiring
krowledge of content (history,
geography, etc)

320 The Continuum of Literacy Learning, Grades Prek~8: A Guide to Teaching

= Content requiring the reader to take

on diverse perspectives (race,
language, culture)

THEMES AND IDEAS

+ Complex ideas on many different
topics requiring real or vicarious
experiences (through reading)

* A few texts with abstract themes
requiring inferential thinking to
derive

+ Texts with deeper meanings
applicable to important human
problems and social issues

» Some more challenging themes
(e.g., war, the environment)

* Many ideas and themes requiring
understanding of cultural diversity

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

* Memorable characters, with both
good and bad traits, who change
and develop over time

* Long stretches of descriptive
language that is important to
understanding setting and
characters

* Specific descriptions of settings that
provide important information for
understanding the plot

* Settings distant in time and space
from students’ experiences

* Some long strings of unassigned
dialogue from which story action
must be inferred

« Complex plats with numerous
episades and time passing

» Building suspense through events
of the plot

* Some more complex fantasy
elements

« Texts with multiple points of view
revealed through characters'
behaviors

€ 2011, 2008 by Gay Su Pinneli and Irene C. Fountas from The Continuum of Literacy Learning, Grades PreK-8. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.,
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- GUIDED RE [ [cvel S

Readers at Level s:

At level §, readers automatically read and understand a full range of genres, including biogra-
phies on less well-known subjects, more complex fantasy, and hybrid texts that blend more than
one genre in a coherent whole. They read both chapter books and shorter informational texts; also,
they read special forms such as mysteries, series books, books with sequels, short stories, diaries, and
logs. Fiction narratives are straightforward but have elaborate plots and many complex characters
who develop and change over time. As readers, they understand perspectives different from their
own as well as settings and people far distant in time and space. They can process sentences (some
with more than fifteen words) that are complex, contain prepositional phrases, introductory clauses,
lists of nouns, verbs, or adjectives, and they solve new vocabulary words, some defined in the text
and others unexplained. Most reading is silent; fluency and phrasing in oral reading are well estab-
lished. Readers are challenged by many longer descriptive words and by content-specific and techni-
cal words that require using embedded definitions, background knowledge, and readers’ tools, such
as glossaries. They can take apart multisyllable words and use a full range of word-solving skills.
They read and understand rexts in a variety of layouts as well as fonts and print characteristics and

consistently search for information in illustrations and increasingly complex graphics.

Selectlng Texts. Charactenst:cs of Texts at This Level

GENRE/FORMS _

Genre

+ informational texts

* More complex fantasy

+ Realistic fiction

» Traditional literature (all forms)
= Biography, memoir, and

* Plots with detailed episodes

+ Plots with subplots

* Some complex plots with multiple
story fines

= Some collections of short stories
that have interrelated themes or
build a single plot across the book

autobiography Nonfiction
* Historical fiction = Presentation of multiple topics that
« Mysteries represent subtopic of a iarger lopic

or theme

* Hybrid lexts i o
+ Underlying structures {description,

Forrms comparison and contrast, temporal
» Picture books sequence, problem and solution,
* Plays cause and effect)

+ Texts with muitiple topics and
categories within them

= Vanety in crganization and topic

* Variety in nonfiction formats
(question and answer, paragraphs,
boxes, legends, and call-outs)

+ Chapter books

+ Chapter books with sequefs

+ Seres books

= Short stories

= Diaries and logs

+ Graphic texts

+ Moral lessons dlose 1o the end of a
story

* Texts with paratlel plots

+ Texts with circular plots

CONTENT

personal experiences and content
knowledge

- Fiction-settings reguiring
knowledge of content (history,
geography, etc.)

» Most of content carried by the pant
rather than prctures

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

* Narrative structure including
chapters with multiple episodes
related to a single plot
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+ Topics that go well bei\,fioinid' readers’

= Content supported or extended by
llustraticns in most informational
texts

= Content requiring the reader to take
on diverse perspectives (race,
language, culture)

= Content particularty appealing to
preadolescents

THEMES AND IDEAS

+ Complex ideas on many different
topics requinng real or vicarious
experiences (through reading)

+ Texts with deeper meanings
applicable to important human
prablems and social issues

+ Some more challenging themes
{e.g, war, the environment)

+ Many ideas and themes requiring
understanding of cultural diversity

LANGUAGE AND

LITERARY FEATURES

» Memorable characters, wilh both
good and bad fraits, who change
and develop over time

= Multiple characters revealed by
whal they say, think, and do and
what others say or think about them

+ Long stretches of descriptive
language that is important to

< 2011, 2008 by Cay S meel ang ireng € Fu ntas frgm The Conﬂrn I m’b]e 6ry Len frng um’g Pre - 5 por[,m. bp NH Hairemann

understanding setting and
characters

« Speific descriptons of seltings that
provide important information for
understanding the plot

+ Settings distant in time and space
from students’ experiences

» Some lang strings of unassigned
dialogue from which slory action
must be inferred

+ Building suspense through events
of the piat

* Some more complex fantasy
elements

+ Texts with multiple points of view
revealed through characters’
behaviors

SENTENCE

COMPLEXITY

+ Longer {some with more than
fifkeen words) complex sentence
structures

+ Questions in dialogue (fiction) and
questians and answers {nonfiction)

» Sentences with parenthetical
material

* Sentences with nouns, verbs, or
adjectives in series, divided by
COmmas
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GUIDED READING NTER |}

Readers at Level T:

At level T, readers will process the full range of genres, and texts will be longer with many lines of
print on each page, requiring readers to remember information and connect ideas over a long
period of time (as much as a week or two). They use genre features to support comprehension.
Complex fantasy, myths, and legends offer added challenge and an increased use of symbolism.
Readers understand perspectives different from their own, and understand settings and people
far distance in time or space. Most reading is silent; fluency and phrasing in oral reading is well
established. Readers are challenged by many longer descriptive words and by content-specific
and technical words that require using embedded definitions, background knowledge, and read-
ers’ tools, such as glossaries. They can take apart multisyllable words and use a full range of
word-solving strategies. They search for and use information in an integrated way, using com-

plex graphics and texts that present content requiring background knowledge.

GENRE/FORMS

Genre

* Informational texts

« Fantasy

* Science fiction

» Reafistic fiction

» Traditional literature, including
myths and Jegends

» Biography, memoir, and
autabiography

» Historical fiction

* Mysteries

* Hybrid texts

Forms

+ Picture books

* Plays

« Chapter books

» Chapter books with sequels
« Series books

* Short stories

* Diaries and logs

» Graphic texts

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

« Narrative structure including
chapters with multiple episodes
related Lo a single plot

* Plots with detailed episodes

* Plots with subplots

« Some complex plots with multiple
story lines

« Some collections of short stories
that have interrelated themes or
build a single plot across the book

» Texts with a variety of plot structures

(parallel, circular)

Nonfiction

» Presentation of multiple topics that
represent subtopic of a larger topic
or theme

» Underlying structures (description,
comparison and conteast, temporal
sequence, problem and solution,
cause and effet)

» Texts with multiple topics and
categories and subcategories within
them

* Variety in organization and topic

* Variety in nonfiction formats
(question and answer, paragraphs,
boxes, tegends, and call-outs)

CONTENT

+ Topics that go well beyond readers’
personal experiences and content
knowdedge

» Fiction—settings requiring
knowledge of content (history,
geography, etc.)

* Most of content carried by the print
rather than pictures

« Content supported or extended by
Hllustrations in most informational
texts

» Content requiring the reader to take
on diverse perspectives (race,
fanguage, culture)

» Content particularly appealing to
preadolescents

328 The Continuum of Literacy Learning, Girades PreK-8: A Guide to Teaching

THEMES AND IDEAS

« Themes focusing on the problems
of preadolescents

+ Texts with deeper meanings
applicable to important human
problems and social issues

* Many ideas and thernes requiring
understanding of cultural diversity

* Some themes presenting mature
issues and the probfems of society
{e.g, racism)

» Many texts focusing on human
problems (war, hardship, or
eConomic issies)

» Themes that evoke alternative
interpretations

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

» Memorable characters, with both
good and bad traits, who change
and develop over time

« Multeple characters reveated by
what they say, think, and do and
what others say or think about them

* Long stretches of descriptive
language that is important to
understanding setting and
characters

» Spedific descriptions of settings that
provide important information for
understanding the plot

» Settings distant in time and space
from students’ experienqes

* Some long strings of unassigned
dialogue from which story action
must be inferred

» Building suspense through events
of the plot

* Many complex narsatives that are
highly fiterary

+ Some more complex fantasy
elements, some showing conflict
between good and evil

+ Some obvious symbolism

+ Texts with multiple points of view
revealed through characters’
behaviors

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

* Longer {(some with more than
twenty words) complex sentence
structures

* Sentences with parenthetical
material

* Many complex sentences including
dialogue and many embedded
phrases and clauses

* Sentences with nouns, verbs, or
adjectives in series, divided by
commas

+ Wide range of declarative,
imperative, or interrogative
sentences

VOCABULARY

* Many new vacabulary words that
readers must derive meaning from
context or use glossaries or
dictionaries

* Words with connotative meanings
essential to understanding the text

© 201, 2008 by Gay Su Pinnell and Irene . Fountas from The Continuym of Literacy Learning, Grades PreK-8. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann




GUIDED READING

« Many words used figuratively
{metaphor, simile, idiom)

« Many highly technical words, mostly
defined in text, illustrations, or
glossary

* Words used in regional or historical
diafects

« Some words from languages other
than English

* Word connotations signaled by
picture and print combinations

WORDS

* Many words with a large number of
syliables

* Many words with affixes (prefixes
and suffixes, multisylable proper
nouns that are difficult to decode}

+ Words with a wide variety of very
complex spelling patterns

* Many multisyllable proper nouns
that are difficult to decode

* Many technical words that are
difficult to decode

Types of Howls

There are several eypes of woif howls, each
with its own particular purpose. The most
common howl is a loud, deep call that can be
heard up to ten miles away, depending on the
weather, The purpose of this type of howl is w
unite the pack. The wolves within a pack are
usually relazed, and the average-sized pack is
eight 10 fifeeen
wolves. Sometimes,
while hunting,
ane or more pack

members may
become separated
fram the rest of the

group. A chorus of
wulves may howl

e to help the lost
“daer mboss, els; | wolves get back e
* bison, beaver’ the family. | |

Reasons for Howls

It’s common for wolves to howl before setting
out to hunt for food, The purpuse of this howl
may be to excite pack members and help them
hand. It's as if they are a teamn preparing o
compete. But ance the hunt starts, the wolves

« Words that are seldom used in oral
language and are difficuit to decode

« Many complex plurals, contractions,
and compound words

ILLUSTRATIONS

General
« A variety of compex graphics, often
more than one on 3 page

Fiction

» Most texts with no or only minima
iliustrations

* In illustrated texts, highly complex
and artistic illustrations that
comenunicate meaning to match or
extend the text {mood, symbalism)

» Black and white illustraticns in some
fiction texts

Nonfiction

= Full range of graphics providing
information that matches and
extends the text

= Some texts with graphics that are
complex and not fully explained

» Some texts with graphics that have
scales or legends that require
understanding and interpretation

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Print and Layout

» Varied space between lines, with
some texts having dense print

« Use of words in italics, bold, or all
capitals to indicate emphasis, level
of importance, or signal other
meaning

* Yariety in print and backgroung
color

+ Large variation among print styles
and font size (related to genre)

« Many sentences continuing aver
several lines or to the next page

» Captions under pictures that
provide important information

» Print and ilfustrations integrated in
most texts, with print wrapping
around pictures

* Variety in layout of nonfiction
formats {question and answer,
paragraphs, boxes, legends, call-
outs}

« More difficult layout in
informational text, and some ficticn
texts, with denser format

+ Information shown in a variety of
picture and print combinations in
graphic texts

Punctuation

« Full range of punctuation as needed
for complex sentences

» QOccasionat use of less common
punctuation (colon, semicolon)

Tools

» Full eange of readers’ tools (table of
contents, glossary, sidebars,
headings and subheadings, call-
outs, captions, pronunciation
guides, index, references)

« Full range of graphics: photos,
drawings, maps, cutaways, tables,
graphs, timefines



Level U

Readers at Level U:

At level U, readers will process the full range of genres, and texts will be longer, requiring readers
to remember information and connect ideas over many days of reading. They automatically ad-
" just the different genres and use genre characteristics to support comprehension. Complex fan-
tasy, myths, and legends offer added challenge and an increased use of symbolism. Readers un-
derstand perspectives different from their own, and understand settings and people far distance
in time or space. Most reading is silent; fluency and phrasing in oral reading is well established.
Readers are challenged by many longer descriptive words and by content-specific and technical
words that require using embedded definitions, background knowledge, and readers’ tools, such
as glossaries. They can take apart long multisyllable words and use a full range of word-solving
strategies. They search for and use information in an integrated way, using complex graphics
and texts that present content requiring background knowledge.

GENRE/FORMS

Genre

» Informational texts

* Fantasy

* Science fiction

» Realistic fiction

= Traditiona literature, including
myths and legends

» Biography, memir, and
autobiography

= Historical fiction, many with settings
different from students’ own
cuttural histories

* Mysteries

« Hybrid texts

Forms

« Picture books

+ Plays

« Chapter books

+ Chapter books with sequels
* Series books

» Short stories

» Diaries and logs

» Graphic texts

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

+ Narrative structure including
chapters with multiple episodes
related to a single plot

« Plots with detailed episodes

* Plots with subplots

+ Some complex plots with multiple
story lines

* Some collections of short stories
that have interrelated themes or
build a single plot across the book

+ Texts with a variety of structures
(parallel, circular)

Nonfiction

+ Presentation of multiple topics that
represent subcategories of a larger
topic or theme

« Variety of underlying structures
often combined in complex ways
{description, comparison and
contrast, ternporal sequence,
problem and solution, cause and
effect)

« Texts with multiple topics and
categories within them

« Variety in nonfiction formats
{question and answer, paragraphs,
boxes, legends, and call-outs)

CONTENT

= Many themes presenting mature
issues and the problems of society
{e.g., racism, war}

= Many texts focusing on human
problems (war, hardship, or
eCONCMIC issues)

+ Themes that evoke alternative
interpretations

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

« Topics that go well beyond readers’
personal experiences and content
knowledge

» Fiction—settings requiring
knowledge of content (history,
geography, etc)

* Most of content carried by the print
rather than pictures

» Content supported or extended by
illustrations in most informational
texts

« Content requiring the reader to take
on diverse perspectives (race,
language, culture)

» Content particularly appealing to
preadolescents

THEMES AND IDEAS

+ Themes focusing on the problems
of preadolescents

» Many ideas and themes requiring
understanding of cultural diversity

332 The Continuum of Literacy Leaming, Grades PrekK-8: A Guide to Teaching

» Multiple characters revealed by
what they say, think, and do and
what others say or think about them

+ Texts requiring inference to
understand characters and why they
change

+ Multidimensional characters that
develop over time

» Long stretches of descriptive
language that are important to
understanding setting and
characters

+ Specific descriptions of settings that
pravide important information for
understanding the plot and
character development.

» Settings distant in time and space
from students’ experiences

« Some long strings of unassigned
dialogue from which story action:
must be inferred

+ Many complex narratives that are
highly literary

« Fantasy and science fiction showing
struggle of good and evil

+ Some abvious symbolism

« Some literary devices (for example,
stories within stories, symbolism,
and figurative language)

= Texts with multiple points of view
revealed through characters’
behaviors

SENTENCE

COMPLEXITY

« Longer (some with more than
twenty words} complex sentence
structures

« Sentences with parenthetical
material

» Many complex sentences including
dialogue and many embedded
phrases and dauses

« Sentences with nouns, verbs, or
adjectives in a series, divided by
commas

= Wide range of dedlarative,
imperative, of interrogative
sentences

VOCABULARY

+ Many new vocabulary words that
readers must derive meaning from
context or use glossaries or
dictionaries

* Words with connotative meanings
essential to understanding the text

« Many words used figuratively
(common idioms, metaphaor, simiie)

« Many highly technical words that
require background knowledge and
are not defined in the text

» Words used in regional or historical
dialects

» Some words from languages other
than English

« Words with multiple meanings

@ 2011, 2008 by Gay Su Pinnell and Irene C. Fountas from The Continuum of Literacy Learning, Grades PreK-8. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemana.



GUIDED READING

« Words that represent abstract
concepls

* Word connotations signaled by
picture and print combinations in
graphic texts

WORDS

Level U

Scientists describe the seismograph's measurements
with numbers. Since the 19305, they have used
a system called the Richter [RIK-ter] scafe, IMen
earthquake measures below 3.0 on the Richter, peaple
usually can't feet it. Earthquakes over 5.0 on the scale
can cause damage, while a measurement of 7.0 is

evidence of u major earthquake.

A pen attached to a seismograph draws animage that
shows the magnitude of an earthquake.

What Causes Earthquakes?

How and why do ali these earthquakes oceur?
Earth has many different Layers. Irs onternzest layer is
called the crust and is made up of hege sectinos catled
tectunic plates. Below the crust is another layer, called

the mantle, which is made up of safter rock. When

tectonic plates push against each other, 2 huge amount

of force o pressure builds ap. |

Eventually, the force causes the plates 1o shift on
top of the mantle in different ways: they can push
twrward each other, pult away from ezch other, or
simply slide pest each other, These movemenzs are

+ Many words with affixes (prefixes
and suffixes, multisyliable proper
nouns that are difficult to decode)

» Words with a wide variety of very
complex spelling patterns

* Many multisytlable proper nouns
that are difficult to decode

» Many technical words that are
difficult to decode

+ Words that are seldom used in oral
language and are difficult to decode

» Long, multisyllabte words requiring
attention to roots to read and
understand

+ Many complex plurals, contractions,
and compound words

ILLUSTRATIONS

Fiction

* Most texts with no iltustrations other
than cover jacket or symbolic
decoration on margins or at chapter
headings

+ Black and white illustrations in some
texts

+ Long series of word and picture
combinations in graphic texts

Nonfiction

« Full range of graphics providing
information that matches and
extends the text

» Some texts with graphics that are
dense and challenging

« Many texts that have scales or
legends that require understanding
and interpretation

+ A wide variaty of complex graphics
that require interpretation {photos
with legends, diagrams, labels,
cutaways, graphs, maps)

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Print and Layout

« Varied space between lines, with
some texts having dense print

» Use of words in italics, bold, or alt
capitals to indicate emphasis, level
of importanice, or signal other
meaning '

« Large variation among print styles,
font size, and color

* Many texts with very small font

* Many sentences continuing over
several lines or to the next page

« Print and illustrations integrated in
most texts, with print wrapping
around pictures

* More difficult layout of
informational text, and some fiction
texts, with denser format

* Variety in layout of nonfiction
formats (question and answer,
paragraphs, boxes, legends, call-
outs) often occurring across a two-
page spread

* Wide variety of layouts and picture-
print combinations in graphic texts

Punctuation

« full range of punctuation as needed
for complex sentences

« Occasional use of less common
punctuation (colon, semicoton)

Taols

» Full range of readers’ tools (table of
contents, glossary, headings and
subheadings, call-outs,
pronungiation guides, index,
references)

« Full range of graphics: photos,
drawings, maps, cutaways, tables,
graphs, timetines

Guided Reading 333
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Readers at Level v:

GUIDED READING BRI

At level V, readers will process the full range of genres, and texts will be longer, requiring readers
to remember information and connect ideas over many days of reading. They automatically ad-
just strategic actions to skillfully use genre. Complex fantasy, myths, and legends offer added
challenge and an increased use of symbolism. In addition, readers will encounter some abstract
special forms of literature, such as satire. Readers understand perspectives different from their
own, and understand settings and people far distance in titme or space. Most reading is silent;
fluency and phrasing in oral reading is well established. In addition, readers can be very expres-
sive when they present poetry or readers theater. Readers are challenged by many longer descrip-
tive words and by content-specific and technical words that require using embedded definitions,
background knowledge, and readers’ tools, such as glossaries. They can take apart multisyllable
words and use a full range of word-solving strategies. They search for and use information in an
integrated way, using complex graphics and texts that present content requiring background

knowledge,

GENRE/FORMS

Genre

* Irformational texts

+ Fantasy

+ Science fiction

* Realistic fiction

» Traditionaf literature, including
myths and legends

* Biography, memoir, and
autobiography

» Historical fiction, many with settings
different from students’ culture

+ Mysteries

* Hybrid texts

« Satire

Forms

* Picture boaks

* Plays

* Chapter books

» Chapter books with sequels
» Series books

+ Short stories

« Diaries and logs

+ Craphic texts

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction

« Narrative structure including
chapters with multiple episades
related to a single plot

+ Plots with detailed episcdes

+ Plots with subplots

» Texts with a variety of structures
{paraltel, circular)

* Some complex plots with multiple
story lines

+ Some collections of short stories
that have interrelated themes or
build a single plot across the book

Nonfiction

* Presentation of multiple topics that
represent subtopic of a larger topic
or theme

» Variety of underlying structures
often cormbined in complex ways
(description, comparison and
contrast, temperal sequence,
problem and solution, cause and
effect)

+ Texts with multiple topics,
categories, and subcategories

» Variety in organization and topic

+ Variety in nanfiction formats
{questicn and answer, paragraphs,
boxes, legends, and call-outs)

CONTENT

» Many texts requiring knowledge of
history

+ Content supported or extended by
illustrations in most informational
texts

» Content requiring the reader to take
on diverse perspectives (race,
language, culture)

+ Content particularly appeating to
preadalescents and adolescents
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« Critical thinking required to judge
authenticity of informational texts,
historical fiction, and biography

« Heavy content load in many texts,
both fiction and nonfiction,
requiring study

THEMES AND IDEAS

« Themes focusing on the problems
of preadolescents and adolescents

* Many ideas and themes requiring
understanding of cultural diversity

* Some themes presenting mature
issues and the problems of society
(e.g., racism, war)

« Many texis focusing human
pioblems (hardship, or racism)

+ Themes that evoke alternative
interpretations

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

* Multiple characters revealed by
what they say, think, and do and
what others say or think about them

* Interpretation of characters essential
to understanding the theme

« Multidimensional characters that
develop over time, requiring
inference to understand how and
why they change

+ Long stretches of descriptive
language that are important to
understanding setting and
characters

* Spedfic descriptions of settings that
provide important information for
understanding the piot

+ Settings distant in time and space
from students’ experiences

» Some Jong strings of unassigned
dialogue from which story action
must be inferred

+ Some switching through dialogue
from setting to setting, including
time change (often unsignaled)

+ Many complex narsatives that are
highly literary

» Full range of literary devices
{flashback, stories within stories,
symbolism, figurative language)

* Texts with multiple points of view
revealed through behavior

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

» Longer (sarne with more than
twenty words) complex sentence
structures

= Sentences with parenthetical
material

* Many complex sentences including
dialogue and many embedded
phrases and clauses

* Sentences with nouns, verbs, or
adjectives in series, divided by
commas

+ Wide range of declarative,
imperative, and interrogative
sentences

© 2011, 2008 by Cay Su Pinnell and Irene C. Fountas from The Comtinuum of Liracy {earning, Grodes FreK-8, Parlsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
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Wirh no food or water, Ari cling toa piece of wood
for five days. When he spoteed an abandoned fishing raft,
A mustesed what lirtle swrength he hrd left and climbed
o, Onee on the raft, he discovered 3 Few botdes of fresh
yeater. Later, he spetted some coconurs drifting in the orein,
enaivhed themn up, and, beeause he ad no tools, cracked them
apen with his reeth! Miraculoitsly, Ari was able 1o survive for
o more weeks on nathing but coconurs and water. As each
day passed, Ari began 0 doubt that he would sucvive.

He could see many ships saiting along the herizon, but
wone of them could sce him. Finally, a ship caught sight of
Ai, zescued himn, and defivered bin Tame safely. He war
dehydrated but Jucky to be alive. W

A massive cathquake in the Ingian Ocean caused the great
tsunami of 2004.

What Happened
Ari’s amazing story began on December 26, 2004, when
an earthquake off the cosst of Sumatra in the Indian Ocean

VOCABULARY

vokAapbuLlnant
« Many new vacabulary words that

readers must derive mezning from
context or use glossaries or
dictionaries

« Words used figuratively or with
unusual or hard-to-understand
connotations

+ Many highly technical words that
require background knowledge and
are ot defined in the text

+ Regiona! o historical dialects

« Some non-English words

« Words with multiple meanings

« Many words that represent abstract
ideas

« Word connotations signaled by
picture and print combinations in
graphic texts

WORDS

« Many words with three or more
syllables

« Many words with affixes (prefises
and suffixes, muitisyllable proper
nouns that are difficult to decode)

« Words with a wide variety of very
complex speliing patterns

* Many multisyllable words and
proper nouns that are difficult to
decode

L

» Many technical words that are
difficult to decode

« Words that are seldom used in oral
language and are difficuit to decode

« Long, multisyllable words requiring
attention to rocts to read and
understand

» Many complex plurals, contractions,
and compound words

+ Archaic words ar words from
languages other than English that

~ do not follow conventional

pronunciation patterns

ILLUSTRATIONS

Fiction

« Most texts with no illustrations other
than caver jacket or symbolic
decoration on margins or at chapler
headings

+ Black and white illustrations in some
fiction texts

« Action, setting, and characters
carried through picture and print
combinations in graphic texts

© 2013, 2008 by Gay Su Pirnell and iene C. For

Nonfiction

+ Many texts with graphics that are
complex, dense, and chailenging

« Many texts that have scales or
legends that require understanding
and interpretation

« A wide variety of complex graphics
that require interpretation (photos
wiith legends, diagrams, labels,
cutaways, graphs, maps)

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Print and Layout

« Varied space between lines, with
some texts having dense print

« Use of words in italics, bold, or all
capitals to indicate emphasis, level
of importance, or signal other
meaning

» Large variation among print styles,
color, and font size

« Many texts with very small font

« Many sentences continuing over
several lines or to the next page

untas from The Continium of Literacy Learning, Gracles Prek-& Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

« Print and illustrations integrated in
most texts, with print wrapping
around pidures

« More difficuft layout of
infarmational text, and some fiction
texts, with denser format

» Variety in layout of nonfiction
formats (question and answer,
paragraphs, boxes, legends, call-
outs) often occurrng across & two-
page spread

Punctuation

« Full range of punctuation as needed
for complex sentences

« Occasional use of less common
punctuation (colen, semicolon)

Tools

« Full range of readers’ toals (table of
contents, glossary, headings and
subheadings, call-outs,
pronunciatiori guides, index,
references)

» Full range of graphics: photos,
drawings, maps, cutaways, tables,
graphs, timelines

Guided Reading 337
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Readers at Level W:

At level W, readers will process the full range of genres, and texts will be longer, requiring readers
to remember information and connect ideas over many days of reading. They automatically ad-
just strategic actions to skillfully use genre. Complex fantasy, myths, and legends offer added
challenge and require readers to identify classical motifs such as “the quest.” Biographies offer a
range of individuals who may not be previously known to readers and may not be admirable.
Readers will encounter mature themnes that expand their knowledge of social issues. In addition,
readers will encounter abstract special forms of literature, such as satire, and literary devices,
such as irony. Themes are multidimensional and may be understood on several levels. Most
reading is silent; fluency and phrasing in oral reading is well established. In addition, students
are able to read aloud with expressiveness after practice (for example, readers theater). Readers
are challenged by heavy load of content-specific and technical words that require using embed-
ded definitions, background knowledge, and readers’ tools, such as glossaries. They search for
and use information in an integrated way, using complex graphics and texts that present content
requiring background knowledge. Many texts require knowledge of historical events and may

LTS M I b

contain language that is archaic or from regional dialects or languages other than English.

GENRE/FORMS

Genre

+ |nformational texts

» High fantasy and science fiction

= Reatistic fiction

» Traditional literature, including
myths and legends

* Biography, memoir, and
autobiography

« Historicai fiction, many with settings
different from students’ own
cuftural histories

« Mysteries

* Hybrid texts

« Satire

Forms

+ Picture books

* Plays

» Chapter books

» Chapter books with sequels
» Series books

» Short stortes

+ Diaries and logs

+ Photo essays

» Graphic texts

TEXT STRUCTURE

Fiction
« Unusual text organizations (e.g.
flashbacks)

+ Plots with detailed episodes

« Plots with subplots and some
multiple story lines

« Some collections of shoit stories
that have interelated themes or
build a single plot across the book

» Texts with a variely of structures
{parallel and circular)

Nonfiction

» Presentation of multiple topics that
represent subcategories of a larger
topic or theme

» Variety of underlying struciures
often combined in complex ways
(description, comparison and
contrast, temporal sequente,
problem and solution, cause and
effect)

« Variety in nonfiction formats
{question and answer, paragraphs,
boxes, legends, and call-outs)

CONTENT

« Many texts requiring knowledge of
history and cusrent world events

« Content requiring the reader to take
on diverse perspectives (culture)

« Content particularly appealing to
adolescents

« Critical thinking recuired to judge
authenticity of informational texts,
historica fiction, and biography

340 The Continuum of Literacy Learning, Grades PreK-8: A Guide to Teaching

+ Heavy content load in many texts,
both fiction and nenfiction,
reguiring study

THEMES AND IDEAS

» Many ideas and themes requiring
understanding of cultural diversity

« Many texts with complex themes
facusing on human problems (war,
hardship, racism, social class
barriers)

» Many texis presenting mattre
societal issues, especially those
important to adolescents (family
issues, growing up, sexuality)

« Many texts presenting multiple
themes that may be understood in
many layers y

» Wide range of challenging themes
that build social awareness and
reveal insights into the human
condition

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

« Multiple characters revealed by
what they say, think, and do and

what others say or think about them

« Multidimensional characters that
develop over time

« Character interpretation essential to

understand the theme

+ Some texts with heroic or larger-
than-life characters who represent
the symbolic struggle of good and
evil

« Long stretches of descriptive
language that are important to
understanding setting and
characters

* Some texts with archaic language,
included for authenticity

+ Specific descriptions of settings that
provide important information for
understanding the plot

+ Many texis with settings distant in
time and space from students’
experiences

+ Some long strings of unassigned
dialogue from which story action
must be inferred

* Some switching through dialogue
from setting to setting, including
time change (often unsignaled)

« Many complex narratives that are
highty literary

» Fantasy incorporating classical
motifs (such as “the quest”)

+ Use of symbolism

+ Fult range of fiterary devices (for
example, flashback, stories within
stories, symbolism, and figurative
language)

® 2011, 2008 by Gay Su Pirmell and lrane C. Fountas from The Continuum of Literacy Learning, Grades PreX-8. Partsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
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How | Spent
My Summer Vacation
by Kim Carson
for Me. Bukowski's English Class
September 2005

Sepiember 200§

6 el bael a chenice. | wakl have picked going camping
Far our vacation, bt Dad suggested volunteering in Thailand
with 3 group fremy vur choreh to help with disaster relicf.
Mare dhan 8,000 peophe died there io ghe 260 tsunaim
Countless others loa their hones b possessiens, Ve
devgatation was unimaginable,

1 didn't want to go, but [ really Trad no wther uption. We
were gl 1o Thailancl, We werg cach allowed anky one swall
bay, s § pavked hghy, OF vonrse Dwore the heart-shaped
Jucker thars always around my neck. My grear-grandmuther
huael v 1w the locket. It was thy only ching she'd heen able

b savec when her famiily’s peasione in Iraly was desmoyed i an

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

+ Longer (some with more than
twanty words) complex sentence
structures

« Many complex sentences including
dialogue and many embedded
phrases and clauses, as well &5
parenthetical material _

« Sentences with nouns, verbs, or
adjectives in series, divided by
Commas

+ Wide range of declarative,
imperative, and interragative
sentences

VOCABULARY

« Many new vocabulary words that
readers must derive mearing from
context or use glossaries or
dictionaries

« Words used figuratively or with
unusual or hard-to-understand
connotations

« Many technical words requirng
background knowledge or use of
glossary or dictionary

« Words used in regional or historical
dialets

« Sorme words from languages other
than English

+ Some archaic words

» Words with multiple meanings

» Words used in satirical ways

« Many words that represent abslract
cencepts

« Word connotations signaled by
picture and print cambinations in
graphic texts

WORDS

carthquake, She was st a girl atthe ame.

« Many words with three or more
syllables

+ Many words with affixes (prefixes
and suffixes, multisyllable proper
nouns that are difficult to decode)

« Words with a wide variety of very
complex spelling patterns

+ Many multisyllable proper nouns
that are difficult to decode

+ Many technical words that are
difficult to decode

» Words that are seldom used in oral
language and are difficult to decode

» Long, multisyllable words requiring
attention lo word parts

« Words that offer decoding
challenges because they are archaic,
come from regional dialect, or from
languages other than English

» Many complex plurals, contractions,
and compound words

ILLUSTRATIONS

Fiction

« Most texis with no illustrations other
than cover jacket or symbolic
decoration on margins or at chapter
headings

Nonfiction

« Many texts with graphics that are
complex, dense, and challenging

» Many texts that have scales or
legends that require understanding
and interpretation

« A wide variety of complex graphics
that require interpretation (photos
with legends, diagrarms, labels,
cutaways, graphs, maps)

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Print and Layout

« Varied space between fines, with
some texts having dense print

» Use of werds in Htalics, bold, or all
capitals o indicate emphasis, level
of importance, or signal other
meaning

« Large variation among print styles,
color, and font size

+ Many texts with very small font

« Print and illustrations integrated in
most texts, with print wrapping
around pictures

s More difficult layout of
informational text, and some fiction
texts, with denser format

« Variety in layout of nonfiction
formats (question and answer,
patagraphs, boxes, legends, call-
outs) often occurring across a two-
page spread

« Some text fayouts in columns

» Long series of complex picture and
print combinations in graphic texts

Punctuation

« Full range of punctuation as needed
for complex sentences

+ Occasional use of less common
punctuation {colon, semicalon)

Tools

« Fult range of readers' toos (table of
contents, glossary, headings and
subheadings, call-outs, pronunciation
guides, index, references)

« Full range of graphics: photos,
drawings, maps, cutaways, tables,
graphs, timelines

Guided Reading 341
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Readers at Level X:

At levels X, Y, and Z, readers are able to process and understand a wide range of texts, including
all genres, Although many texts are long and have complex sentences and paragraphs as well as

‘many multisyllable words, they vary greatly because readers are expected to understand and re-

spond to mature themes such as sexuality, abuse, poverty, and war. Complex fantasy, myths, and
legends offer added challenge and require readers to identify classical motifs such as “the quest”
and to identify moral issues. Biographies offer a range of individuals who may not be previously
known to readers and may not be admirable, requiring critical thinking on the part of readers.
In addition, readers will encounter abstract special forms of literature, such as satire, and literary
language to convey irony. They may even encounter parody, allegory or monologue. Themes and
characters are multidimensional, may be understood on several levels, and are developed in
complex ways. Most reading is silent; fluency and phrasing in oral reading is well established.
Readers are challenged by a heavy load of content-specific and technical words that require us-
ing embedded definitions, background knowledge, and readers’ tools, such as glossaries. Texts
include archaic language or regional dialect. Readers search for and use information in an inte-
grated way, using complex graphics and texts that present content requiring background knowl-
edge. They have developed knowledge of content, including scientific information and historical
events and apply prior understandings in a critical way when reading fiction and nonfiction

AT

texts,

GENRE/FORMS

TEXT STRUCTURE

CONTENT

Genre

* Informational texts

» High fantasy and science fiction

» Realistic fiction

» Traditional literature, including
ryths and legends

+ Biography, memoit, and
autobiography

» Historical fiction, mary with settings
different from students’ own
cultural histories

* Mysteries

* Hybrid texts

« Satire, parody, allegory

* Monologue

Forms

* Picture books

= Plays

« Chapter books

+ Chapter books with sequels
« Series books

+ Short stories

+ Diaries and logs

* Photo essays

» Graphic texts

Fiction

= Unusual text organizations (e.g,
flashbacks)

» Elaborate plots and subplots

- Some complex plots with multiple
story lines

» Some coilections of short stories
that have interrelated themes or
build a single plot across the book

Nonfiction

» Muttiple topics that represent
subtopic of a larger topic or theme

+ Underlying structures ¢(description,
comparison and contrast, temporal
sequence, preblem and sofution,
cause and effect)

* Variety of underlying structures
often combined in complex ways

* Texts with multiple topics and
categories within them

+ Variety in organization and topic

» Variety in nonfiction formats
(question and answer, paragraphs,
boxes, legends, and call-outs}

344 The Continuum of Literacy Learning, Grades PreK-8: A Guide to Teaching

+ Many texts requiring knowledge of
history or current world events

« Content requising the reader to take
on diverse perspectives {race,
language, culture)

» Content particularly appealing to
adolescents

« Critical thinking required to judge
authenticity of informational texts,
historical fiction, and biography

» Heavy content load in many {exts,
both fiction and nonfiction,
requiring study

THEMES AND IDEAS

* Wide range of chaltenging themes
that build social awareness and
reveal insights into the human
condition

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

» Many ideas and themes requiring
understanding of cultural diversity

= Many texts with complex themes
focusing on human problems (war,
hardship, social dlass and race
barriers)

+ Many texis presenting mature
sccietal issues, especially those
impartant to adolescents

+ Many texts presenting multiple
themes that may be understood in
many layers

« Multiple characters revealed by
what they say, think, and do and
what others say or think about them

» Multidimensional characters that
develop over time

= Character interpretaticn necessary
for comprehending theme

* Some texts with heroic or larger-
than-life characters representing the
struggle of good and evil

+ Lang strelches of descriptive
language that are important to
understanding setting and
characters

= Many texts with archaic language to
create authenticity

« Specific descriptions of settings that
provide important information for
understanding the plot

* Many texts with settings distant in
time and space

© 2011, 2008 by Gay Su Pinnell and Irene C. Fountas fram The Confinuum of Literocy Learning, Grades PreK-8. Portsmeuth, NH: Heiremann.
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GUIDED READING

+ Some long strings of unassigned
dialogue from which story action
must be inferred

» Some switching from setling to
setting, including time change
{often unsignaled)

+ Many literary complex narratives

» Fantasy incorporating classical
motifs (such as “the quest")

« Fuil range of literary devices
(flashback, symbolism, figurative
language)

SENTENCE
COMPLEXITY

* Some very long sentences (some
with more than thirty words)

* Sentences with parenthetical
material

* Many complex sentences (dialogue,
embedded phrases and clauses,
parenthetical material)

* Sentences with nouns, verbs, or
adjectives in series, divided by
Commas

* Wide range of dedarative,
imperative, and interrogative
sentences

VOCABULARY

* Many new vocabulary words that
readers must derive meaning from
context or use glossaries or
dictionaries

Billions of c-mail messages are exchanged every duy,

For several decades, the Internet was viswed as
unzppezling In appearance and impractical for use by the
general public; then, however, cemputer scientists began
integrating leading technological developments like URLs
Uniforns Resource Locaters) and hypertext. By 1990, it was
possible for the Internet ta display nat only words but also a
whole range of muitimedia. By the mid-ningties, inventions
like Web browsers and search engines had wrned the Web
into an easy-to-use and exciling feature of the whole Internet
experience. A visvally uninspiring tool before the World
Wide Web came into use, the Internet came alive with color,
graphics, live pictures, as well as audia and video streaming.
Users have “virtually” at their fingertips, virtually every kind
of informatian they might want to seek. Public consumption
has exploded, and this dynamic toa! continues to evolve.

P L
Feoelpront' s comper

* Words used figuratively or with
unusual or hard-to-understand
connotations

» Many technical words requiring
background knowledge or use of
glossary or dictionary

» Words used in regional or historical
dialects

* Some non-English words

* Many archaic words

+ A variety of words that stand for big
ideas and abstract concepts

+ Words used in a salirical way that
change the surface meaning

* Word connotations signaled by
picture and print combinations in
graphic texts

WORDS

ILLUSTRATIONS

* Many words with affixes

« Many multisyllable proper nouns
that are difficult to decode

* Many technical words

+ Words that are seldom used in oral
language and are difficult to decode

* Long, multisyllable words requiring
attention to word parts

+ Words that offer decoding
challenges because they are archaic,
come from regional dizlect, or from
languages other than English

+ Many complex plurals, contractions,
and compound words

Fiction

* Most texts with na illustrations other
than cover jacket or symbolic
decoration on margins or at chapter
headings

» Long series of varied picture and
print combinations

Nonfiction

« A wide variety of complex graphics
that require interpretation (photos
with legends, diagrams, labels,
cutaways, graphs, maps)

* Some texts with graphics that are
dense and challenging

« Many texts with graphics that are
complex, dense, and challenging

« Many texis that have scales or
legends that require understanding
and interpretation

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Print and Layout
= Varied space between lines, with
some texts having dense print

« Use of words in italics, bold, or all
capitals to indicate emphasis, level
of importance, or signal other
meaning

Variety in print and background
color

Large variation among print styles
and font size (related to genre)
Many texts with very small font
Many sentences continuing over
several lines of to the next page
Print and ilbustrations integrated in
most texts, with print wrapping
around pictures

More difficult layout of
informational text, and some fiction
texis, with denser format

Variety in layout of nonfiction
formats (question and answer,
paragraphs, boxes, legends, call-
outs) often occurring across a two-
page spread

* Some text layouts in columns

.

Punctuation

* Full range of punctuation as needed
for complex sentences

* Occasionai use of less common
punctuation (cofon, semicolon)

Tools

» Full range of readers’ tocls (tabfe of
contents, glossary, headings and
subheadings, call-outs,
pronunciation guides, index,
references)
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Readers at Level Y:

At levels X, Y, and Z, readers are able to process and understand a wide range of texts, including

all genres. Although many texts are long and have com
many multisyllable words,
spond to mature themes such as sexuality, abuse, poverty,
legends offer added challenge and require readers to ident
and to identify moral issues. Biographies offer a range of i
known to readers and may not be admirable,
In addition, readers will encounter abstract special forms of literature,
language to convey irony. They may encounter parody, allegory,
characters are multidimensional, may be understood on several
complex ways. Most reading is silent; fluency and phrasing in or
Readers are challenged by a heavy load of content-specific and technical
ing embedded definitions, background knowledge, and readers’ tools,
include archaic language or regional dialect. Readers search for and use

plex sentences and paragraphs as well as
they vary greatly because readers are expected to understand and re-
and war. Complex fantasy, myths, and
ify classical motifs such as “the quest”
ndividuals who may not be previously
requiring critical thinking on the part of readers,
such as satire, and literary
or monclogue, Themes and
levels, and are developed in
al reading is well established.
words that require us-
such as glossaries. Texts
information in an inte-

grated way, using complex graphics and texts that present content requiring background knowl-

edge. They have developed knowledge of content,

including scientific information and historical

events and apply prior understandings in a critical way when reading fiction and nonfiction

texts.

Selecting Texts:

GENRE/FORMS

TEXT STRUCTURE

CONTENT

Genre

+ Informational texts

= High fantasy and science fiction

= Realistic fictton

+ Traditional literature, including
myths and fegends

* Biography, memoir, and
autobiography

» Historical fiction, many with settings
different from students’ own
cultural histories

« Mysteries

* Hybrid texts

+ Satire

* Parody

* Allegory

* Monologue

Forms

* Picture books

* Plays

» Chapter books

* Chapter books with sequels
* Series books

* Short stories

* Diaries and logs

* Phote essays

= (raphic texts

Fiction

* Unusual text organizations (e.g,
lashback, flashforward, time lapses)

= Texts with unusual structures for
presenting information
(combination of different genres)

* Many texts with the complex
structure of adult-level reading

* Plots, with multiple story linas

» Collections of short stories with
interrelated themes, plots across the
book

Nonfiction

* Multiple topics that represent
subtopic of a larger topic or theme

+ Variety of underlying structures
often combined in complex ways
(description, cornparison and
contrast, lemporal sequence,
problem and solution, cause and
effect)

« Variety in nonfiction formats
(question and answer, paragraphs,
boxes, legends, and call-outs)
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* Many texis requiring knowledge of
history or current world events

* Content requiring the reader to take

on diverse perspectives (race,
language, culture)

* Content particularly appealing to
adolescents

« Critical thinking required to judge
authenticity of informational texts,
historical fiction, and biography

+ Heavy content load in many texts,
both fiction and nonfiction,
requiring study

THEMES AND IDEAS

* Many ideas and themes requiring
understanding of cultural diversity

* Many texts with complex themes
focusing on human problems (war,
hardship, race and class barriers)

* Many texts presenting mature
socielal issues, especially those
important to adolescents

* Many texts presenting multiple
themes that may be understood in
many layers

+ Wide range of challenging themes
that build social awareness and

reveal insights into the human
condition

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

+ Multiple characters revealed by
what they say, think, and do and
what others say or think about them

* Character interpretation necessary
for comprehending theme

* Some texts with heroic or larger-"
than-life characters representing the
struggle of good and evil

* Long stretches of descriptive
language that are important to
understanding setting and
characters

+ Many texts with archaic language to
create authenticity

* Specific descriptions of settings that
provide important information for
understanding the plot

* Many texts with settings distant in
time and space from students’
experiences

* Some long strings of unassigned
dialogue from which story action
must be inferred

© 2011, 2008 by Gay Su Pinnell and lrenie €, Fountas from The Continim of Uieracy Learning, Grades Prek-8. Partsmouth, NH: Heinemann,
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+ Somne switching through diaiogue
from setting to setting, including
time change (often unsignaled)

« Fantasy incorparating dassical
motifs {such as “the guest”)

« Full range of literary devices (for
examnple, flashback, stcries within
stories, symbolism, and figurative
language)

SENTENCE

COMPLEXITY

« Many very long sentences (some
with more than thirty words)

» Many complex sentences (dialogue,
embedded phrases and dauses,
parenthetical material)

« Sentences with nouns, vetbs, of
adjectives in series, divided by
commas

» Complex sentences with compound
sentences joined by semicolons or
colons

« Wide range of dedlarative,
imperative, and intercogative
sentences

VOCABULARY

» Many new vocabulary words that
readers must derive meaning frorm
context or use tools {glossaries or
dictionaries)

« Wozds used figuratively or with
unusual or hard-to-understand
connotations

The International
Space Station

by Misha Kees

Spage-Age Laboratory

Imagine an enofmous laboratory as long a5 a football
field anc weighing almast one million pounds. Now imagine
this gigantic labaratory fleating in space. Scientists and
others from afl aver the world wauld be sble o live there—
{or months, or maybe even years, at 2 time—before returning
to Earth. Because environmental conditions in space are very
different from those we experience on Earlh, scientists could
perform many critical experiments while living in this space
laboratory that they can not carry out on this planet

it may sound like science fiction, but an internalional
space station is already well underway to becoming a reality.
The International Space Statign, or ISS, is a giant resgarch
{acility now baing assembled in orbit sbout 250 miles above
Earth, It is not the first space station in gistence, but upon

“The ISS in orbit

its complation will be by far
the largest and most complex
shject ever constructed
in space.

Scientisls are considaring
adaptations shat would
need 10 be made in order
10 conduct long-term
experimentation in space. At
the same tims, they have (o
examine the potential impact
a0 humans, both physically
and psychologically, of living

+ Many technical words requiring
background knowledge or use of
glossary or dictionary

+ Words used in regional or historical
dialects

« Some words from languages cther
than English

« Many archaic words

+ A variety of words that stand for big
ideas and abstract concepts

« Words used in a satirical way that
change the surface meaning

+ \Word connotations signaled by
picture and print combinations in
graphic texts

WORDS

+ Many words with affixes (prefixes
and suffixes, multisyllable proper
nours that are difficult to decode)

« Many multisydlable proper nouns
that are difficult to decode

« Many technical words that are
difficult to decade

+ Words that are seldom used in oral
language and are difficult to decode

« Long, multisyllable words requifing
attention to roots to read and
understand

» Words that offer decading
challenges because they are archaic,
corae from regional dialect, or from
languages other than English

« Many complex plurals, contractions,
and compound words

ILLUSTRATIONS

Fiction

« Most texts with no ilustrations other
than cover jacket or symboic
decoration on margins or at chapter
headings

+ Wide variety of layouts of pictures
and print in graphic texts

+ Long series of graphics in graphic
texts

Nonfiction

« A wide variety of complex graphics
that require interpretation {photos
with legends, diagrams, labels,
cutaways, graphs, maps)

« Some texts with graphics that are
dense and challenging

« Many texts with graphics that are
complex, dense, and chzllenging

» Many texts that have scales or
legends that require understanding
and interpretation

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Print and Layout

+ Varied space between lines, with
some texts having dense print

« Use of words in italics, bold, or all
capitals to indicate emphasis, level
of importance, r signal other
meaning

+ Variety in print and background
color

+ Large variation among print styes
and font size {refated to genre)

« Many texts with very small font

+ Many sentences continuing over
several lines of to the next page

+ Print and ilustrations integrated in
most texts, with print wrapping
around pictures

« More difficult layout of
informational text, and some fiction
texts, with denser format

« Variety in layout of nonfiction
formats (guestion and answer,
paragraphs, boxes, legends, call-
outs) often occurring across a twe-
page spread

» Some text layouts in columns

Punctuation

« Fult range of punctuation as needed
for camplex sentences

« Occasional use of less common
punctuation (colon, semicolon)

Tools

» Full range of readers’ tools (table of
contents, glossary, headings and
subheadings, call-outs,
pronunciation guides, index,
references)
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Readers at Level Z:

Atlevels X, Y, and Z, readers are able to process and understand a wide range of texts, including
all genres. Although many texts are long and have complex sentences and paragraphs as well as
many multisyliable words, they vary greatly because readers are expected to understand and re-
spond to mature themes such as sexuality, abuse, poverty, and war. Complex fantasy, myths, and
legends offer added challenge and require readers to identify classical motifs such as “the quest”
and to identify moral issues. Biographies offer a range of individuals who may not be previously
known to readers and may not be admirable, requiring critical thinking on the part of readers.
In addition, readers will encounter abstract special forms of literature, such as satire, and literary
language to convey irony, Additional challenges may include parody, allegory, or monologue.
Themes and characters are multidimensional, may be understood on several levels, and are de-
veloped in complex ways. Most reading is silent; fluency and phrasing in oral reading is well es-
tablished. Readers are challenged by a heavy load of content-specific and technical words that re-
quire using embedded definitions, background knowledge, and readers’ tools, such as glossaries.
Texts include archaic language or regional dialect. Readers search for and use information in an
integrated way, using complex graphics and texts that present content requiring background
knowledge. They have developed knowledge of content, including scientific information and
historical events and apply prior understandings in a critical way when reading fiction and

nonfiction texts.

GENRE/FORMS

TEXT STRUCTURE

CONTENT

Genre

« Informational texts

+ High fantasy and scfence fiction

« Realistic fiction

* Traditional fiterature, including
myths and legends

« Biography, memoir, and
autobiography

+ Historical fiction, many with settings
different from students’ own
cultural histories

* Mysteries

* Hybrid texts

» Satire

» Parody

* Allegory

+ Monologue

Forms

» Picture books

* Plays

+ Chapter books

» Chapter books with sequels
+ Series books

« Short stories

+ Diaries and logs

* Photo essays

+ (raphic texts

Fiction

* Unusual text organizations (e.g.,
flashback, flashforward, shifts in
time, embedded diverse stories)

* Texts with unusual structures for
presenting information
{combination of different genres)

+ Many texts with the complex
structure of adult-level reading

* Plots witk: multiple story lines

» Coltections of short stories with
interrelated themes or plots

Nonfiction

* Multiple topics that represent
subtapic of a larger topic or theme

« Variely of underlying structures
often combined in complex ways
(description, comparison and
contrast, temporal sequence,
problem and solution, cause and
effect)

» Variety in nonfiction formats
(question and answer, paragraphs,
boxes, fegends, and call-outs)
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+ Many texts requiring knowiedge of
history

+ Content supported or extended by
iflustrations in most informational
texts or current world events

+ Content requiring the reader to take
on diverse perspectives (race,
language, culture)

» Content particularly appealing to
adolescents

+ Critical thinking required to judge
authenticity of informational texts,
historica! fiction, and biography

* Heavy content load in many texts,
both fiction and nenfiction,
requiring study

THEMES AND IDEAS

* Many ideas and themes requiring
understanding of cuitural diversity

* Many texts with complex themes
focusing on human problems (war,
hardship, race and class barriers)

« Many texts presenting mature
societal issues, especially those
important 1o adolescents

* Many texts presenting multiple
themes that may be understood in
many layers

* Wide range of challenging themes
that build social awareness and
reveal insights into the human
condition

+ Texts that explicitly present mature
issues such as sexuality, murde,
abuse, nudear war

LANGUAGE AND
LITERARY FEATURES

* Multiple characters revealed by
what they say, think, and do and
what others say or think about them

« Character interpretation and why
they change

= Muitidimensional characters that
develop over time

* Understanding of multiple
characters necessary for
comprehending theme

» Texts with heroic or larger-than-life
characters representing the
symbolic struggle of good and evil
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+ Long stretches of descriptive
language that are important to
understanding setting and
characters

« Many texts with archaic language to
create authenticity

» Specific descriptions of settings that
provide important information for
understanding the plot

+ Many texts with settings distant in
time and space from siudents’
experiences

+ Some leng strings of unassigned
dialogue from which story action
must be inferred

« Some switching through dialogue
from setting to setting, including
time change (often unsignaled)

+ Fantasy incorporating classical
motifs (such as “the quest”)

« Full range of literary devices (for
example, flashback, stories within
stories, symbolism, and figurative
language)

SENTENCE

COMPLEXITY

« Many very long sentences (some
with more than thirty words)

+ Manty complex sentences including
dialogue, many embedded phrases
and clauses, and parenthetical
material

« Sentences with ncuns, verds, or
adjectives in series, divided by
COMIMas

Level Z

nightmares.

ULy
s o

by {ukn Bormon

What was it like 10 experience London’s infamous
Blitz? [ can tell you in one word: terrilying.

Blitz is shout for blitskriey—the German words lor
lightning fblirz) and war tkeicg). The Blity was our Brilish
newspapers’ term [or the German hombing shal barraged
London in 1940 and 1941 during Workd War 1, a war
that had begun about a year carlier when France and
Britain declared war un Germany. Although World War
1 evided miore than sixiy vears ago, still the hombs ol
the Blity scream toward me and explode infe lerritying

« Complex sentences with compound
senterices joined by semicolons or
colons

« Wide range of dedlarative,
imperative, and interrogative
sentences

VOCABULARY

« Many new vocabulary words that
readers must derive meaning from
context or use tools (glossaries or
dictionaries)

« Words used figuratively or with
unusual or hard-to-understand
connotations

« Many technical words requiring
background knowledge or use of
glossary or dictionary

« Many archaic words

« Words that represent abstract
concepts and ideas

» Words used in a satirical way that
change the surface meaning

« Word connotations signaled by
picture and print combinations in
graphic texts

WORDS

« Many words with affixes (prefixes
and suffixes, multisyllable proper
nouns that are difficult to decode)

« Many multisyllable proper nouns
that are difficult to decode

« Many technical words that are
difficult to decode

« Words that are seldom used in oral
language and are difficult to decode
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+ Long, muitisyliable words requiring
attention to roots to read and
understand

+ Words that offer decoding
challenges because they are archaic,
come from regional dialect, or from
languages other than English

« Many complex plurals, contractions,
and compound words

ILLUSTRATIONS

Fiction

« Most texts with no illustrations other
than cover jacket or symboic
decoration on margins or at chapter
headings

« Wide variety of layout and pictures
in graphic texts

Nonfiction

« A wide variety of compiex graphics
that require interpretation (photos
with legends, diagrams, labels,
cutaways, graphs, maps)

« Some texts with graphics that are
dense and chalienging

« Many texts with graphics that are
complex, dense, and challenging

+ Many texts that have scales or
legends that require understanding
and intezpretation

BOOK AND PRINT
FEATURES

Print and Layout
« Varied space between lines, with
some texis having dense print

« Use of words in italics, bold, or all
capitals to indicate emphasis, level
of importance, or signal other
meaning

« Variety in print and background
coler

+ Large variation arnong print styles
and font size (related to genre)

» Many texts with very small font

« Many sentences continuing aver
several lines or to the next page

« Print and illustrations integrated in
most texts, with print wrapping
around pictures

« More difficult layout of
informational text, and some fiction
texts, with denser format

« Variety in layout of nonfiction
formats (question and answer,
paragraphs, boxes, legends, call-
outs) often occurring across a wo-
page spread

« Some text layouts in columns

Punctuation

« Full range of punctuation as needed
for complex sentences

« Occasional use of less common
punctuation: (colon, semicoton)

Tools

« Full range of readers’ tools (table of
contents, glossary, headings and
subheadings, call-outs,
pronunciation guides, index,
references)
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